
Repeal 59 Constitution Amendment 

Demands Convention 
Against Emergency 


I n one of the most widly rep- 
resented meeting where del- 
egates from all political par- 
ties (Except Congress I and 
Communists) and wide specture 
of non-pplitical, social, Trade 
union and Civil rights, cultural, 
youth, students and women 
organisations from all parts of the 
country called for the repeal of 
the "draconian law" that enables 
the Government to declare 
Emergecy in Punjab. Speaker 
after speaker express' j their 
apprehension that Government 
is intentionally aggravating the 
Punjab problem. Punjab problem 
cannot be solved with the help of 
1 use of arms, but by rectifying and 
eliminating its causes and prides. 
Government with its mass media 
on Radio and TV is intentionally 
distorting the image of the Sikhs 
and only Sikhs can feel through 
which they are passing at 
present. 

Presiding over the meeting 
Justice V.M. Tarkunde said tha‘ 
imposition of Emergency will not 
solve the terrorist problem. The 
59th Constitutional Amendment 
has only succeeding in further 
alienating the people of Punjab 
from the rest of the country. Law 
should be made not to take away 
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democratic rights but to ensure 
the people that Government 
belongs to them and they have 
their interest in mind. Mr. Raj- 
inder Sachar, President PUCL, 
said even in the absence of 
Emergency all types of terrorism 
by state is going on in Punjab. 
Terrorism cannot be met by state 
terrorism. State terrorism is more 
condemnablethen individual ter- 
rorism. Centre was carrying out 
mis-information compaign to 
convince the masses outside 
Punjab that Emergency mea- 
sures in Punjab will not have any 
fall out outside. It is matter of 
shame on the countrymen that 
right to life and liberty- is being 
taken away from the people of 
Punjab. 


Shri Ashish Sood of ABVP 
said that terror is being spread 
amongst the people of India by 
not solving the Punjab prob- 
lem. As the countrymen are 
remaining silent, the Govt, is 
taking advantage in enacting 
more and more draconian 
laws which takes away rights 
of the people. 

Shri Harish Tyagi of AIDYO 
said that Cenral Government 
does not want to solve the 
Punjab problem, but wants to 
continue it, to drive advantage 
out of it in the next election. 

Shri Ashok Sharma of Indian 
Youth Congress said we will not 
be able to save the country from 
Emergency, till we do not speak 



Vofurrtww* Of th* Emergency Virodht M ar*ch. taking out a pfoc«S*ion in 


out and come out openly against 
the repression going on in the 
Punjab. What steps should be 
taken to awaken the countrymen 
so that the Government does not 
have the courage to clamp 
Emergency is what we should 



Interference in Delh 
Gurudwaras 

Who is Mixing Religion 
and Politics 


decide today. 

Vishmayashah of Cultural 
Education Forum Gujrat, also 
asked for raising public opinion 
against 59th Amendment and 
other black laws. Ms. Oamni 
Shah of Mahila Sangh Gujrat 
Continued on page 4 



W ithin a few weeks of 
the promulgation of 
the ordinance of sep- 
arate Religion and politics the 
capture of the Delhi Sikh Gurud- 
wara Management Committee 
(DSGMC) by a group of people 
with the help of musclemen at 
the instance of a Central minis- 
•er speaks for itself. Almost the 
entire Delhi press has alleged 
that the Union Home Minister 
was at the back of the messy 
affairs. 

J 


Mr. Talvinder Singh Marwah, 
the joint secretary of the All India 
vouth Congress, alongwith hun- 
dreds of musclemen, came to 
the Sis Ganj office of tie com- 
mittee on 6.h July and handed 
over control to the outside Pres- 
ident, Jaswant Singh Kalka, and 
the Secretary Snoha Singh. 

Panthic Leader 




t is a well known fact that Mr. 
Marwah is a close associate 
of the Union Home Minister. 


He is not even a member of the 
Gurudwara Management Com- 
mittee. but he told pressmen on 
9th July that he had been chosen 
as a "Panthic Leader" by 25 of 
the 42 member general house of 
DSGMC. 

An office bearer of the party 
making all the noises for sep- 
aration of politics and religion 
takes over as the "Panthic 
Leader" to administer the 
gurudwaras. For what? 


A.S. Narang 


Already the government duty 
bound by law to hold elections to 
the DSGMC every four years 
■ has not done so since 1 983. Not 
only that, even the elections of 
the Executive Committee and 
other office bearers,' which are to 
be held every year and in which 
only 46 members of the general 
house participate, have not been 
held since 1983. The obvious 
reason is that the government 
apprehends if elections are held 
Continued on page 4 
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Sound and Fury 

It wold be a national disaster if I became Prime Minister 

- V.P. Singh in the Hindustan Times 

Who is worried about being Prime Minister. I am worried about the 
country 

- N. T. Rama Rao 

I am always afraid of newsmen 

- Jyoti Basu 

If (only) the CPI(M) had more leaders like Mr Jyoti Basu 

- L.K. Advani 

Now I feel assured of being the next chief minister (of Uttar Pradesh) 

- Lokpati Tripathi, after N.D. Tiwari took over as chief minister, in The 
Hindustan Times. 

What will you ask? Why have I not married 

- Atal Behari Vajpayee to a newsman who sought leave to ask "an inti- 
mate question" 

This is a burden I will carry for the rest of my life 

- Capt. Will Rogers III, Commander of the Us warship Vincennes, on 
the decision to shoot down the aircraft. 

We (shall be) ... taking revenge. The choice of timing is up to us, and 
not to America 

- Parliament speaker and military chief of Iran Hashemi Rafsanjaini 

He is himself: no imitation of anyone that I’ve ever known 

- Ronald Reagan on Mikhail Gorbachev, in Life 

The Soviet people want fullbloded and unconditional democracy 

- Mr. Gorbachov. 

About those- who scoff at the new moves in the Soviet Union, I have 
only one prayer: "O, the Lord in Heaven please fovgive them, for they 
know not what they are saying”. 

- Mr. E.M.S. Namboodiripad. 

He (Mr Gorbachov) has criticized Stalin so severely. But which of us 
dares to openly criticize Mao Zedong? 

- Mr Xia Yan. Chinese journalist. 

I have been fighting not only the Congress(l) but internal enemies, which 
is more difficult. 

- Mr Ajit Singh 

Theocracy is alien to Indian politics and we do not want India to be 
declared a Hindu State. 

- Mr L.K. Advani 

Nothing is permanent in politics. 

- Mr Devi Lai * 

My coming here (to Uttar Pradesh) is old wine in new bottle. 

- Mr N.D. Tiwari 

Only the driver has been changed (in Maharashtra). But the Congress(l) 
Government is the same old car which refuses to move irrespective 
of who is driving it 

- Mr Ram Naik. MLA (BJP) 

Why should a man who had sought divorce twice marry again? 

- Mr V.P. Singh on whether he is a candidate for the Prime Ministership. 
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The legacy of Longowal 

Three years after his assassination, there is a danger of people for- 
getting the role and achievement of Sant Longowal. This should not 
happen. What he stood for is imperishable. It is precisely because the 
things that he stood for are not being done that there is a danger of 
his being forgotten. 

What did Sant Longowal stand^bf'Two things mainly. One was the 
unity and integrity of the country and the second was moderation and 
sanity. While everybody talks of unity and integrity of the country, what 
is not understood is the fact that this objective cannot be achieved in 
the manner in which it is sought to be achieved. 

India is a land of wide diversities. Instead of having 25 states, as we 
have now, perhaps the right thing would be to have twice the number. 
None of the areas which is visualised as a separate state will be inde- 
pendent of the country; that issue is not on the agenda. What is on the 
agenda is what will keep them together. The answer to that question 
is by recognising their uniqueness and diversity and not by seeking to 
obliterate this factor. 

This is rooted in our history and tradition. This is how the polity of 
the country has evolved. This is the way it is eventually bound to happen. 
The phase through which we are passing today seeks to thwart this 
process. Sad to say the motivation for it is political and electoral rather 
than objective and national. Those who imagine that by having a larger 
number of states and by recognising their diversity in political and admin- 
istrative term they would be going against the interest of the country 
are not only being short-sighted, they are even being self-serving. They 
seek to perpetuate their own power rather than ensure a safe and stable 
future for the country. 

It is not suggested that Sant Longowal had thought through all these 
problems. That would be to overstate things. But he was clear and cat- 
egorical in regard to the unity and integrity of the country. How that objec- 
tive is realized would also depend on the way that we can go about 
the job. 

The second thing that he stood for was a certain kind of moderation 
in political matters. This is not to suggest that if his objective was not 
being fulfilled he was prepared to compromise or scale down what he 
had in mind. He was clear as to what he wanted. At the same time he 
was prepared to wait, to argue and to persuade. In plain words, he 
believed in reasoning rather in force. And this is, all said and done, the 
cornerstone of democracy. 

He was democratic to the core. When he entered into an accord with 
the Prime Minister, he was motivated by no consideration other than 
this that, as it was there had been too much of blood-shedding and kil- 
ling. It was time to stop and work out another track. 

In years to come, it would be seen that not to have followed that track 
was one of the more grievious mistakes of Indian polity in recent years. 
What has happened during the last few years could have been avoided. 
What might still happen more or less in the same strain oould also have 
been avoided. The increase in animosities and bitterness was totally 
dispensable. No one other than the enemies of the country have gained 
from this continuing contention and killing. 

If some people choose to suggest that sometimes this kind of a thing 
_ |s unavoidable, they are welcome to their cynisism. All that we can say 
( s that to argue like that is to hide the real intention of those who are 
in power. The intention is to perpetuate themselves in power rather than 
to help the country. 

What is happening in Punjab at the moment is painful as well as 
wasteful. As a result of some recent developemnts, there is a certain 
amount of rethinking on all sides. Can this rethinking lead to a new polit- 
ical solution? It is difficult to answer this question. One view, expressed 
more than once, is that the present government is not interested in a 
solution. Were it so, the 1985 Accord provided a good framework. But 
the Accord was sabotaged most shamelessly and cynically. This is what 
lead to the great landslide victory of Devi Lai in Haryana. It was not 
so much a protest against what was being conceded tcrPunjab. It was 
a protest against being taken for granted by a cynically motivated gov- 
ernment. 

Today if the situation is to be sorted out, clearly there will have to 
be negotiations between the two states without the Centre breathing 
down their neck with the ever present danger in the background that 
the central authority would be used so as to play one against the other. 
Can such a thing come to pass? It is tempting to speculate on the pos- 
sibilities. 

Perhaps the only definite thing that one can say is that the record 
of the present government at the Centrehas been dismal and unispir- 
ing in this regard and nobody believes in its bonafides. It is the each 
of the bonafides of the Centre which is the biggest obstacle in the solu- 
tion of the Punjab problem rather than some of those contentious issues 
that have arisen between the two states. 

Sant Longowal laid down his life at the altar of the unity and integrity 
of th^ coutry and the ideal of good will and co-existence between the 
two communities in Punjab. These are the two ideals that beckon us 
all. On this occassion of the third anniversary of his death, let us all 
re-dedicate ourselves to these two objectives and overcome all those 
obstacles that come in the way. 
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T he terrorists in Punjab 
have received a serious 
setback with the killing of 
the self-styled "General Labh 
Singh” alias 'sukha sipahi’, chief 
of the Khalistan Commando 
Force but he has left behind an 
ideology which may prove more 
sinister and spawn terrorism on 
an organised basis in contrast to 
the present random and indiscri- 
nate killings. 

New Strategy 

An eight-page hand-written 
note in chaste Punjabi (Gur- 
mukhi script), which outlines a 
new strategy for terrorism, was 
found in a bundle in his posses- 
sion. The intelligence experts, 
who have read the note carefully, 
themselves admit that the note 
lays down an ideology or a phi- 
losophy for murder. It is also a 
post mortem of the strategy fol- 
lowed so far. It is not known 
whether ‘Sukha Sipahi’ circu- 
lated the note to other militant 
outfits but the circulation of its 
main points in the print media 
has done the job for him after his 
death. The note provides an 
ideological base for terrorism 
which means more commitment 
and more destruction in the 
name of real or illusory cause. 

It is critical of the strategy fol- 
lowed by the Militants so far. 
Referring Particularly to the Ope- 
ration Black Thunder, it says that 
it is surprising that though the 
security forces gheaoed the 
Golden Temple for ten days, not 
a single voice was raised in sup- 
port of the militants trapped 
inside. Further, the police suc- 
ceeded without losing a single 
official. 

The note indicts the terror- 
ists for their wrong doings. 
Murders, extortions, molesta- 
tion of women and other 
crimes against the people 
were note required as it had 
alienated the people from the 
militants. 

Psychological War 

Ideas, the note says, are as 
important as weapons in fighting 
a war. The psychological or pro- 
paganda war is equally import- 
nat. The militants are lacking in 
political wisdom. The statements 
made by the militants so far con- 
tained only threats and hence 
counter-productive. It advises the 
militants to narrow down their 
area of operation and be selec- 
tive in killing. For example, it is 
not necessary to kill all the 
Hindus and politicians. Criticising 
the killing of CPM leaders, 
‘amritdhari’ Sikhs and granthis, 
the note says.that such persons 
can be won over by pursuasion 
and proper warnings. It calls 
upon the militants to kill only top 
politicians, suspected govern- 
ment officials and police inform- 


New Ideology 

From K.S. Khosla 


ers instead. It further urges the 
militants to take up popular 
causes and build up resentment 
against the government. It says 
that there is no harm if the 
Golden Temple is used for polit- 
ical purposes but condemns it 
descration and use for military 
purposes which has created a 
feeling of revulsion among the 
Sikhs. 

It cannot be said with certainty 
that the note was written by 
'Sukha Sipahi' himself as he was 
not highly educated. He started 
his career as a police constable 
and belongs to small farmers 
community. The police is exa- 
mining the note to find out 
whether it was written by the 
slain terrorist in his own hand or 
by somebody else. That some- 
body else can be some one in 
Pakistan as he used to go to 
Pakistan frequently. The import 
of this ideology from across the 
border cannot be ruled out as 
there is no evidence yet of intel- 
lectuals having joined the move 
to fight for idealistic motives. If 
that be so, than this may have 
serious repercussions as some 
of the points raised in the note 
are somewhat similar to the the- 
ories propounded by the authors 
of classical terrorism, such as, 
Carlos Marighella, author of 
"Handbook of Urban Guerrilla 
Warfare”, who visualised exten- 
sion of the urban fight through 
rural guerilla, and Che Guevara, 
whose ideas were spread to the 
West by Regis Debray, the 
French intellectual and philoso- 
pher. Guevara died fighting in 
Bolivia. According to an expert, 
what was attractive about the 
Guevara cult was its adpated 
doctrine of proletarian interna- 
tionalism. Parties and political 
programmes were less important 
than the fighting itself, because 
from armed clash political beliefs 

Lette rs " 

Compensation 
and illegal 

Sir, 

Newspapers of 1 6 July 88 has 
carried a UNI news that Manipur 
branch of Civil Liberties and 
Human Rights Organisation had 
filed a writ petition before the 
Imphal branch of Guwahati High 
Court against unauthorised and 
illegal detention of Seven per- 
sons including two newsmen on 
the ground that, their detention 
for a period of five (5) days, was 
violative of Articls 21 and 22 of 
the Constitution. These persons 
were detained during an Army 
operation "Operation bluebird" 
launched to trace Naga insur- 
gents, who had attacked Assam 
Rifles post on July 7, 1987 in 
which 8 Jawans and a NCO 
were killed. 

The Imphal Bench comprising 
Mr. Justice B.L. Manuharia and 
Mr. Justice S.N. Phukhan 


would eventually emerge. The 
extension of terrorism from urban 
areas to the rural areas in Punjab 
has a ‘Marighellan’ touch about 
it and the indiscrimnate killings 
and wanton destruction is akin to 
the belief that armed struggle is 
more important. 

However, this analogy should 
not be stretched too far. This 
writer is sure that none of the ter- 
rorists active in Punjab had or 
have heard of Marighella or 
Guevara but their masters in 
Pakistan must have. The escala- 
tion of terrorism in Punjab from 
1984 to 1988 has a method 
behind it and a planning. It tried 
to create communal clashes but 
it has failed so far. It tried to invite 
government retribution but it has 
not succeeded to the extent 
desired by the terrorists. The 
government has been through 
the game and is moving cau- 
tiously. But the discovery of the 
note from the possession of 
'Sukha Sipahi" gives them an 
ideology to fellow. 

Nature of Terrorists 

Punjab terrorists are-more akin 
to "territorial terrorists" like the 
IRA and the Palestinians. Now 
IRA does not has intellectunals 
fighting for them. In a way, they 
are more like the Palestinians as 
they are willing to accept the aid 
and support of outsiders and 
conduct their campaign world- 
wide. The note calls upon the 
Punjab terrorists to maintain con- 
tacts with other movements like 
Gorkhland, Jharkhand and Nag- 
aland. 

It is too early to understand the 
implications of the note but it 
indicates the beginning of a 
selective and lethal terrorism. 
The recent rash of bomb explo- 
sions are an indication of the 
new strategy. 


for unjustified 
detention. 

passed the order fixing Rs. 
5,000/- as compensation to the 
detained persons. Further, pay- 
ment is to be made within Six 
Weeks. Innumerable number of 
persons, particularly Sikhs, are 
detained in Delhi frequently with- 
out any warrant. The detention in 
some cases continue for even 
couple of weeks if not more. So 
far Punjab is concerned, there 
are a large number of young Sikh 
men who are in detention for 
years without any formal charge 
Sheet. The case of Jodhpur 
detenues is quite well known. 
Recently 48 out of nearly 400 
were released with big fanfare. 
Will some Civil Liberties and 
Human Rights Organisation care 
to take up their case for violation 
of their fundamental Rights. 

R.S. CHHATWAL 
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Convention Against Emergency 


informed how terrorist and dis- 
ruptive activities Act was used 
against mill workers in Gujrat. 

Sardar D.S. Gill of Punjab 
Human Rights said that they 
stand for restoration and 
strengthening of democracy In 
India. "Punjab was deliber- 
ately and calculatedly 
designed as a politically 
laboratory where instruments 
of dictatorship were put to 
test, trained and perfected" as 
during 1975-77 Punjab was in 
the forefront of Indian people 
struggle against the Emer- 
gency. 

Shri Jethmalani said he had 
come to the meeting as he had 
lost all faith in the Judiciary, 
which had "let us down badly 
by upholding 1975 Emer- 
gency" 59the Amendment was 
again before the Supreme 
Court and he said it may go 
1975 way. Government has 
become corrupt and dishon- 
est. Janta has to stand up 
against this Govt. He desired 
two things first, if the opposi- 
tion parties come to Power, 
they should improve the char- 
acter of the Courts and the 
second point - any amend- 
ment to Constitution should 
only be decided by referen- 
dum, as he has lost confi- 
dence in the Parliament also. 

Sardar Kirpal Singh MLA from 
Punjab punctuated his speach 
with many quots from Urdu 
Poetry. He said that the people 
of Punjab are in forefront in 
facing the draconian laws and 
the facsist policies of Central 
Government on behalf of the 
country-men as they were during 
the freedom struggle of the coun- 
try. 


only Rajiv Gandhi government 
can control the crisis. He 
remarked that he has been 
against "Operation Blue Star" 
and he has two fears from the 
Rajiv government first that it 
will play the Hindu card in the 
next election and second gov- 
ernment may create problem 
on Pak front and thereby 
postpone elections". 

Mr. Madhu Dandvate, Janta 
Party said that government was 
looking for an excuse to clamp 
Emergency. He recalled the 
Supreme Court Judgement in 
the Keshwanand Bharti case, 
which said that government 
could amend the constitution but 
not destroy the basic tenets of 
the constitution. This held the ray 
of hope against the 59th 
Amendment. He does not agree 
with Shri Jethmalani that 
amendment to Constitution be by 
referumdum only. He asserted 
that through this amendment the 
government was accepting on a 
constitutional plane, the concept 
of ''Khalistan”. This he emphati- 
cally said would be on their dead 
bodies. 

Shri H.N. Bahuguna, Lok Dal 
‘B’ recalled the services of the 
people of Punjab during the free- 
dom struggle and after Indepen- 
dence when-ever it was 
attacked. They have always 
been in the forefront. The impo- 
sition of 59th Amendment 
amount to an insult to them. By 
enacting this amendment the 
government has played into the 
hands of separatists, as it would 
be cited as a prime example of 
centre’s discrimination agianst 
Punjab. 

Telugu Desam was repre- 
sented by Shri Satya Narayana 


Shri Jethmalani said he had come to the meet- 
ing as he had lost all faith in the Judiciary, which 
had "let us down badly by upholding 1975 Emer- 
gency" 59the Amendment was again before the 
Supreme Court and he said it may go 1975 way. 
Government has become corrupt and dishonest. 
Janta has to stand up against this Govt. He 
desired two things first, if the opposition parties 
come to Power, they should improve the charac- 
ter of the Courts and the second point - any 
amendment to Constitution should only be 
decided by referendum, as he has lost confidence 
in the Parliament also. 


Dr. Ma'ieep Singh of Sikh 
Forum said that the alteration 
in 59 Amendment to its restric- 
tion in application to Punjab 
only, does not in any way 
reduce the horror of this 
amendment. Mr. Atal Behari 
Bajpai of BJP said that the 
Government is deliberately 
complicating the Punjab situ- 
ation, so that when it got 
totally out of control, they 
could go to the electorate thSt 


Reddi, Akali Dal (L) by S. Manjit 
Singh Khera, Akali (UAD) by S. 
Avtar Singh Hit, also spoke. Rep- 
resentatives of Indian peoples 
front, the socialist unity centre, 
Indian Student Organisation the 
Bhartiya Shramik Sabi >a, Andhra 
Prad.esh Committee against the 
59th Amendment, Hind Mazdcor 
Kisan Panchayat, All India Sikh 
Conference (S. Gurcharan Singh 
Babbar) spoke. 

The jneeting unanimously 


passed the resolution condem- 
ning the 59th Constitution 
Amendment as "wholly destruc- 
ture of freedom and democracy 
to the country and highly detri- 
mental to the restoration of nor- 
malcy in ’Punjab". With this 
Amendment "the people would 
be subjected to a virtual dictator- 
ship", to undertake a series of 
measures which would heal the 
hurt Sikh Psyche such as the 
release of Jodhpur detenues, 
Punishment of the persons guilty 
of the Sikh massacre after Mrs. 


Continued from page 1 

Gandh’s assassination, honest 
implementation of Punjab accord 
and well directecf steps to rees- 
tablish democratic rule in 
Punjab". Justice Tarkunde in his 
closing remarks, assured that 
struggle against 59th Amend- 
ment would not finish with this All 
India Convention but further pro- 
gramme to strengthen this strug- 
gle till repeal of this Amendment, 
will be drawn up and all political 
parties and other organisations 
would be informed. 


Delhi Gurudwaras 


the DSGMC may completely go 
out of its control which it wants 
to maintain. The ruling party uses 
the gurudwara stage and pat- 
ronage through various educa- 
tional and other institutions for its 
own political ends. 

Factionalism 

O f course at present 
Congress party itself is 
not in power in the 
DSGMC. But it is exploiting the 
differences and power struggle 
between various Akali factions 
and individuals who are equally 
keen to stick to power at any cost 
and use gurudwaras for their 
ulterior interests. 

Mention here may be made of 
the provision that according to 
Delhi Gu/udwara Management 
Act no office bearer or executive 
member can held office for the 
third consecutive year. Since no 
office bearer wants to step down 
and no group wants to lose its 
control and hence the mainpula- 
tions, horse trading and the use 
of muscle power. The govern- 
ment exploits and factionalism 
inharant in the situation and 
aggravates it to its advantage. 

As a part of the factional pol- 
itics, the present 11 members 
(out of 15, 3 have died and one 
is outside India) are divided into 
three groups. But even within 
that number, no member sticks 
to his faction. The three groups 
are the United Akali Dal led by 
Avtar Singh Hitt, the Akali Dal (L) 
and Akali Dal (Master Tara 
Singh) led by Jathedar Rachh- 
pal Singh. Buta Singh has his 
men in all the three groups. 

Both J.S. Kalka and Sucha 
Singh belong to Longowal group 
but are unable to resist pressure 
from Buta Singh. On the other 
hand, Rachhpal Singh though 
quite close to Congress (I), is a 
strong critic of the Home Minis- 
ter for the latter’s efforts to 
monopolise control over Delhi 
Sikh affairs. In electoral manip- 
ulation, Rachhpal's followers 
invariably had to join Buta Singh. 
There are authentic reports of 


Continued from page 1 

some united Akali Dal members 
also hob-nobing with the Home 
Minister. 

Threats 

W hile the executive 
members themselves 
are unscrupurlous 
and power hungry, almost all of 
them also dread the influence 
wielded by the Home Minister in 
the prevailing Punjab situation.. 

According to one press 
report, one member told a cor- 
respondent that in case they 
oppose Mr. Buta Singh they 
might he arrested under MISA. 
Quite possible this threat was 
used on 8th July. A large 
number of executive and gen- 
eral house members changed 
stand overnight and accepted 
the leadership of Talvinder 
Singh on 9th July. 

Needless to say, all this has 
reduced the present state of the 
DSGMC to one where individu- 
als matter more than the parties. 
Thus Sikh politics in the capital 
has degenerated into ja mess, 
sympotomatic of the affairs of 
Akali politics in Punjab. There is 
a political motive behind the 


game, each party or group is 
playing without realising its con- 
sequences for the community. 

At present, two questions are 
very important. These are inter- 
related. One is the identity of 
Delhi Sikhs and the other is the 
use of gurudwaras for political 
purposes and consequent inter- 
ference by the goverment. 

The Identity 

T ill now the position of 
Delhi Sikhs, as one 
author' puts it, has 
remained paradoxical. As a reli- 
gious community, they are a part 
of the main body of the Sikhs in 
Punjab and yet have the obliga- 
tion to live of their own in Delhi 
where they are a microscopic 
minority. This position of Delhi 
Sikhs creates conflicting tenden- 
cies in them they cannot help 
being influenced by develop- 
ments in Punjab but because of 
the unique interests they have 
developed in Delhi, they cannot 
approach those developments in 
exactly the same way as the 
Punjab Sikhs do. 

On the other hand, right from 
the day of the introduction of 
electroal politics, fearful of losing 
power to the masses, the ruling 
classes have been manipulating 
and controlling elections to 
negate their democratic verdict. 
The crude ways for this had been 
to increase the role of money 
and muscle power and to whip 
communalism and oasteism. 

It is in this context that a strug- 
gle for control over Sikh institu- 
tions in view of their financial 
position and ability to influence 
the Sikh mind has been going 
on. At stake on Delhi are crores 
of rupees, patronage through a 
number of colleges and schools 
and use of the panthic platform. 
A continuous struggle between 
the SGPC and the government 
on the one hand and various fac- 
tions within the SGPC on the 
other has been witnessed for 
some time. The same applies r 
the control over Delhi Gurud- 
waras. An analysis of events in 
Delhi since independence that 
we will present in the next issue 
brings this out clearly. 
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Terrorism 


Lt. Col. Manohar Singh (Retd.) 


The country has been feeling 
intensely disturbed with the phe- 
nomenon of terrorism which 
sprang up in the land of the 
saints a few years ago. Some 
success has been made in curb- 
ing terrorism in Punjab, But it has 
not reached its roots. This bas- 
ically needs public cooperation 
which will only come when public 
faith in the Government returns 
. For this the Government must 
display its honest intention 
through its deeds and not words. 
It is hoped that the Government 
would realise the importance of 
judiciousness and realism in its 
policies soon, to obtain unity of 
action in drying up the roots of 
terrorism. The most horrifying 
kind of terrorism, which feeds the 
terrorism in question is the state 
terrorism to which public has not 
so for resented affectively. It is 
the duty of public to confront the 
Government to desist from the 
temptation of using it as a polit- 
ical weapon, whether inside or 
out side Punjab. The Sikhs in 
Delhi are being haunted by the 
state terrorism day and night. 
Inspite of bringing this fact to the 
notice of the authorities no res- 
pite is found. The pity is that even 
those who are public figures or 
social workers or engrossed in 
their daily bread earning profes- 
sions are being regularly sub- 
jected to police and CBI 
nuisance causing mental torture 
and health hazards and damag- 
ing their social status. 

The Sikh youth, who hates to 
associate with criminals and bad 
character are being pushed to 
the cult of terrorism through the 
prongs of state terrorism. The 
Sikhs in Delhi feel that they have 
lost the rights to enjoy respect- 
able life. People from CBI and 
^Qfilice department can raid their 
..uuses treating every Sikh a 
suspect. I could say this because 
I am a victim of it. 

On the night of 16/17 May 
1 988 at 2 O’clock, a police party 
fully armed knocked at my door 
and entered to search the house 
without carrying any document -of 
authority. It stunned every 
member of my family. My wife is 
a heart patient. I am 65 years of 
age. I had in the house my son- 
in-law who is a brigadier and suf- 


fering from cancer, and family of 
my another son-in-law who is 
serving in Sri Lanka for last one 
year. They were all victim oi this 
state terrorism. Why? Because 
they are Sikhs? I retired from 
army after 35 years of meritori- 
ous service. Do I enjoy any pride 
out of this? 

On 23 May 1988, I along with 
Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora (MP) and 
President of Sikh Fourm met Lt. 
Governor AVM, H.L. Kapoor. 
The General explained about the 
intensity with which hundreds of 
innocent Sikhs and respectable 
fami'ies are subjected to ihe 
curse, which is an antidote to our 
efforts to restore confidence of 
the Sikhs in the Government in 
Delhi and at other places outside 
Punjab. He requested the Lt. 
Governor that the CBI and Police 
must not give this impression 
through their unimaginative 
approach that Sikhs are being 
treated as suspects and their 
houses can be raided at any 
time. They should be discreet in 
their approach. If they have any 
reasonable proof of some one 
aiding or having sympathetic 
links with bad character or terror- 
ists, a siege can be put around 
that house during the night. And 
in the next morning at dawn the 
person allegedly involved can be 
contacted rather in the middle of 
night to avoid ugly scene. 

The Governor gave patient 
hearing, which was highly 
appreciated Linder present 
system of working, it is obvious 
that the Sikh community is being 
antagonised. The heads of 
department play a very important 
role to maintain good relationship 
between public and the Govern- 
ment and respectability for law 
and order setup. Therefore, while 
tackling such senstive public 
matters great care and coordina- 
tion at all levels needs to be 
exercised. A blanket sanction 
should not be left at lower levels 
with CBI and Police to act out of 
enthusiasm, just because some 
thing has gone wrong in Punjab, 
It should be noted that these 
agencies are meant to provide 
peaceful conditions for its citi- 
zens to enable them to lead 
normal and graceful life. 


1988 Ordinance Curbs 
Legitimate Social Activity 
Shahabuddin 
Calls for Review 


"The Religious Institutions 
(Prevention of Misuse) Ordi- 
nance, 1988 is yet another 
example of the government's 
craze for more laws and more 
stringment without the political 
will to apply the existing laws. 

It goes without saying that no 
religious institution or place is 
above the law of the land. There- 
fore, storage of unlicensed arms 
and ammunitions in religious 
places or harbouring of pro- 
claimed offenders or use of the 
religious place for communal 
incitment or insult to or any con- 
struction therein without approp- 
riate approval by the authorities 
concerned can all be dealt with 
under the existing laws. There is 
a national consensus against 
such use of religious place and 


any action taken by the Govern- 
ment to establish the majesty ot 
law against deliberate violation 
would have unanimous endore- 
sement of the country. 

There is also a national con- 
sensus that no political party 
should organise a political activ- 
ity in a place of worship. How- 
ever, under the present 
Ordinance not only seeks to reg- 
ulate use of religious places by 
political parties but all "activity of 
political nature" without providing 
any guidelines on how to deter- 
mine whether a particular activ- 
ity has a political nature. This 
gives arbitrary, excessive and 
unguided powers to the bureau- 
cracy, normally exercised at the 
lowest decision-making level, to 
curb any activity which it consid- 


ers to be undesirable by dubbing 
it as being political in nature and 
at the same time to overlook sim- 
ilar activity that enjoys their 
covert sympathy or support. 
Thus the Ordinance is likely to be 
misused against issues, causes 
and activities considered unde- 
sirable by the power structure 
and establishment, thus under- 
mining democratic freedom, 
including freedom of religion. 

I, therefore, urge the Govern- 
ment to reconsider the Ordi- 
nance in all its implications and 
review its utility, in the light of the 
vast scope it provides for mis- 
chief and arbitrary misuse and 
withdraw. 

Some surrendering extremists 
coming to Guru Ram Das Sarai in 
the Golden Temple Complex. 


Sikh Forum Condems 
Capture of DGPC 


In a press note issued on 9 
July the Sikh Forum expressed 
the community’s concern at the 
recent devlopments'in DGPC. 

It said, the capture of the Delhi 
Gurdwaras Prabandhak Com- 
mittee by a group of people with 
the help of muscle men patro- 
nised by a Central Minister 
speaks for itself. When a thing 
like that happens in the capital of 
the country, the inference is 
obvious. It is not a local initiative 
but a Central initiative. The Sikh 
Forum condemns this action. 


Congratulations 

Please accept my congratula- 
tions on completion of 2nd year 
of publication. I wish the forum 
gazette a very successful future. 

Yours Truly, 

(JASPAL SINGH REKHI) 


Our intention is not to take 
sides in this controversy. The 
issue is before a court of law and 
is to come up for decision within 
the next few weeks. But mean- 
while, owing to an intrigue patro- 
nised by the top bosses, 
something totally illegal has been 

done. This is to be condemned. 

\ 

What we wish to raise however 
is the wider question. On the one 
hand it is said that religion and 
politics should be kept apart. On 
the other hand, it appears that 
the top bosses feel that they 


cannot function without mixing 
up the two. How are these two 
public positions to be reconciled? 

Elections to the Delhi Gurd- 
waras have been pending for the 
last five years. That is bad 
enough. What is worse is that 
elections, even to the Executive 
Committee have not been held 
for the last several years. The 
right thing to do would be to hold 
the election in Delhi rather than 
mainpulate things in the manner 
that is being done. 



With Best Compliments from 

Satkar Financial Corporation 

2651 Kucha Chelan 
Darya Ganj New Delhi-110002 
Tele Nos. 275595, 267628 


Marriage is a solemn occasion 
Solemnised with grace 

Sikh Samaj Sudhar Society 

calls upon you 

to arrange the marriage 
of your son/daughter 
in morning 
and in Gurudwara 

with vegetarian food. 


Austerity is the need of the day 


20 July - 4 August 1988 


Sikh Samaj Sudhar Society, 
150, Kalyan Vihar, Delhi-110009 
Phone : 7127310 
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Hearts of Stone - Failure to 
protect quarry workers in 
and around Delhi 


Large-scale illegal quarrying of red sand and other 
construction materials on the outskirts of Delhi and 
in adjoining parts of Haryana, and exploitation of 
labour engaged in this work have continued despite 
several efforts during the past decade to check these. 
In this article the author, a social worker, who has been 
closely involved in these efforts, examines this failure 
and gives some suggestions for future action. 


M 


inmg and quarrying 
work for obtaining 
stone, red sand and 
silica sand is carried out on a 
large scale in the hills on the 
southern outskirts of Delhi, 
stretching into adjoining parts of 
Haryana, mainly Faridabad dis- 
trict. Related to these is the 
large-scale stone-crushing work 
in places like Rajokri, Lai Kuan 
Rangpuri, Surajkund toad, the 
stretch from Gurukul to Lakarpur. 
No firm estimate is available ol 
the by and large unorganised 
workers engaged in this task but 
according to a rough estimate 
anything between 35000 to 
50000 workers may be toiling 
here, their number reduced only 
during the rainy season or some 
festive occasion. 

Working Conditions 

These quarries and the work- 
ers toiling there have often been 
in news largely on account of the 
revolting and hazardous working 
conditions prevailing here, fre- 
quently resulting in fatal accid- 
ents. While news reports on 
these accidents have been quite 
frequent, it is also true that many 
other accidents involving work- 
ers here are never reported. 

Around 1975-76, when some 
socially concerned persons tried 
to estimate the number of fatal 
accidents in mines in and around 
Bhatti area alone, they found that 
the number of fatal accidents 
was extremely high. 

Despite a lot of information 
becoming available on the 
tragic plight of these workers 
and the periodic announce- 
ments of the government to 
better organise the working of 
these mines, the sad condi- 
tions of the workers - in terms 
of real earnings, facilities at 
work site, housing or safety 
-over the last decade or so. 
Safety conditions may have 
improved somewhat in the 3 
mines of Bhatti area being 
directly worked by the gov- 
ernment, buttaking an overall 
view of this large-scale work 
spread at many places, no 
significant positive change 
towards improvement of 


workers’ condition is discern- 
ible. 

Contractors Tactics 

It is still common for contrac- 
tors to hush up cases of deaths 
or serious injuries, paying a small 
sum to buy silence. Very basic 
facilities like clean drinking water 
are not provided and at many 
places workers have to drink 
dust-polluted water or even buy 
water. Diarrhoea, dysentary, eye 
problems are common ailments, 
and many workers suffer from 
serious illnesses like tuberculo- 
sis and silicosis, yet they con- 
tinue to toil in dusty conditions. 
Recently several deaths occur-' 
red among quarry workers and 
villagers in Rajokri showing 
sysmptoms of cholera although 
there were official denials of this 
being a cholera epidemic. 

What is the wage for which 
these workers toil in such haz- 
j ardous conditions? It is not easy 
j to answer such a basic question 
in the context of the conditions 
prevailing here for the rate per 
truck may differ from place to 
place, then the interest payment 
for loans taken (including those 
for work-related expenses such 
as the purchase of tools, setting 
up a hut near work-site etc.) has 
to be taken care of, as also the 
work expenses such as the 
upkeep of the mules and don- 
keys. Keeping in view all this it 
is unlikely that a worker earns 
more than Rs. 15 to 20 a day, 

\ despite exposing himself to the 
I worst hazards. If we keep in 
i mind the extent to which the 
; earning life of the workers is cut 
; short by diseases and accidents 
j to which they are gravely 
exposed due to the existing 
working conditions, their real 
earnings appear to be even more 
meagre. 

Illegal Mining 

Who is responsible for this 
deplorable state of working con- 
ditions? Officially, on paper, the 
mining work is in the hands of the 
government in Delhi as well as 
in Haryana. In fact in Delhi the 
Delhi State Mineral Development 
• Corporation (DSMDC) has been 


specially created for this pur- 
pose, but in actual practice 
almost all the work is being done 
illegally by the contractors, and 
in fact their presence can also be 
felt in the few DSMDC run mines 
in Bhatti area. It may surprise 
many that such a situation 
should prevail so close to the 
capital city, but the same nexus 
of corrupt politician-official- 
contractor which has ensured 
illegal, high-profit quarrying and 
mining at so many places in the 
country has operated here also 
and made it difficult to dislodge 
the contractors despite so much 
hue and cry being raised and 
several steps being taken at 
least on paper to end the con- 
tractor system. 

Under such conditions it may 
appear futile to once again call 
upon the authorities to imple- 
ment their own laws and stated 
policies in this area of darkness 
on the outskirts of th.e capital city 
and very close to the posh farm 
houses of some of the richest 
people in Delhi. It may be more 
pertinent to suggest some 
rethinking on the part of those 
persons who have been con-- 


Inder Mohan 

cerned and active about the 
workers getting their rights. 
Construction Workers 
Quarrying work constitutes 
only a part of the total construc- 
tion work - the others being 
brick-kilns, stone-crushers and 
the actual construction of build- 
ing, roads etc. It is important to 
make an effort to organise work- 
ers in all these segments of the 
construction industry instead of 
making isolated efforts in differ- 
ent sectors. Of course the work- 
ers are widely scattered and it is 
a difficult task. But a small begin- 
ning can be made, a nucleus can 


be set up which will later throw 
up wider possibilities. 

The construction industry 
workers are today busy in 
making creations of no meaning 
to their lives. They know that they 
can never live or work in these 
buildings, perhaps they cannot 
even enter them once these 
have been c ,mpleted. Housing 
is a strongly fell need of the 
weaker sections, and it is from 
these sections that the construc- 
tion workers came. So it is impor- 
tant to link up the two struggles 
- the betterment of tha construc- 
tion workers and the fulfilment of 
the housing needs of the weaker 
sections. 

Last but not the least at the risk 
of repetition this fact has to be 
stressed again that efforts to 
organise largely urban based 
groups such as construction 
workers need to be supported 
and complemented by efforts in 
the villages from which they 
came to resist exploitation and 
injustice. 



The construction industry workers are today 
busy in making creations of no meaning to their 
lives. They know that they can never live or work 
in these buildings, perhaps they cannot even enf )J 
them once these have been completed. Housing 
is a strongly fell need of the weaker sections, and 
it is from these sections that the construction 
workers came. So it is important to link up the two 
struggles - the betterment of the construction 
workers and the fulfilment of the housing needs 
of the weaker sections. 

Sant Nidhan 
Singh 

Kesar Awards 

Sant Nidhan Singh Kesar 
Memorial Award, sponsored by 
a Bangkok based organisation, 
has announced its awards for the 
year 1 988 to the followina I: *ter- 
ateurs and social activist* 

Giani Bhagat Singh Hira 
(Theology & History) 

Dr. Hari Singh (Promotion of 
Punjabi Language & Culture) 

S. Piara Singh Data (Satire & 
Travelogue) 

Dr. Maheep Singh (Fiction & 
Civil Liberty) 

Smt. Rajinder Kaur (Short 
Story) 


Winnie Mandela, wife of Jailed African National Congress lead- 
er Nelson Mandela addressed a news conference to announce a 
“Concert for Peace” scheduled for Sunday in Johannesburg. 
The concert has been organised to mark Nelson Mandela’s 70th 
birthday on July 18. Proceeds from the concert will be donated 
to charity. — AP/PTI photo 


Each awardee will receive a 
memento and 500 U.S. Dollors 
in a specially organised function 
to be heid in the last week of Oct. 
this year in New Delhi. 


Minority Rights 
-Civil Liberties 
Equality for women 
Democratic Values 
Environmental Protection 


Five Years Subscription 
Rs. 200.00 

One Yeaf Subscription 
Rs. 50.00 
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Women’s Welfare Through Employment 
Schemes 

Chitra Sekhar 


Fo^ynine per cent of India’s 
pop ation consists of women. 
Eigl per cent of them are in the 
villages. In the socio-economic 
milieu of the country, women’s 
role within the overall context of 
human resource development 
requires that they get their right- 
ful share of the development 
allocations and their rightful role 
in society. One of the means to 
infuse condfence in women, is to 
raise their economic status and 
bring them into the mainstream 
of national development. 

The Deptt. of Women and 
Child Development of the Govt, 
of India implements and coordi- 
nates programmes for women's 
welfare and development. It also 
intensifies measures to promote 
voluntary efforts in the field of 
women’s development. The 
Department besides playing a 
nodal role also implements 
schemes for the welfare and 
development of women. 

In 1972, the Government 
started a central scheme of 
assistance for construction of 
hostal buildings for working 
women. The scope of the 
Scheme was widened in 1 980 by 
including a provision for Day- 
Care Centres for children. Fifty 
per cent of the cost of the land 
and 75 per cent of the cost of 
construction of the hostels is 
given to voluntary organisations. 
Besides voluntary organisations, 
local bodies, women's develop- 
ment corporations, universities 
and schools/colleges of social 
work are eligible for financial 
assistance under this scheme. 

ifcSelf Reliance 

To train women belonging to 
weaker sections of society and 
provide them employment on 
sustained basis the Government 
started an Employment and 
Income Generating Production 
Units programme in 1982-83. 
This programme is implemented 
through public sector under- 
takings/corporations/autono- 
mous bodies and voluntary 
organisatios. The Norwegian 
Agency for International Devel- 
opment (NORAD) gives assis- 
tance for this programme. The 
Government had released Rs. 
63.89 lakhs in 1987 for 15 new 
projects to train 1,342 women. 
The training covers areas like 
electronics, watch manufacturin- 
g/assembly, computer pro- 
gramming, printing and binding, 
hand loom weaving and spinning, 
and garment making. 

Shocks, traumans and 
adversities arising out of eco- 
nomic, social, psychological 
and environmental situations 
hit women harder. Young and 
old widows, unmarried moth- 


ers and victims of kidnapping 
are some of such vulnerable 
groups. Prolonged Illness of 
the bread-earner, his being 
jailed getting Involved in crime 
and desertion by husbands 
are other reasons leading to 
women’s destitution. 

To rehabilitate such women 
and their dependent children 
Government launched a scheme 
in 197/ to provide vocations.' 
training-cum-employment and 
residential care so that these 
women could become econom- 
ically independent. The scheme 
envisages training of short dura- 
tion not exceeding a year. The 
expenditure for this scheme is 
shared by the Central Govt, 
State Govt, and the implement- 
ing organisations. Voluntary 
agencies registered as societie- 
sArusts, District Rural Develop- 
ment Agencies, panchayats and 
other local bodies are eligible for 
assistance under this pro- 
gramme. Since the inception of 
the scheme, 473 training cour- 
ses benefiting 16,450 women 
have been sanctioned. 

Shelter Training 

The Government has estab- 
lished Short-stay Homes to pro- 
tect and rehabilitate women and 
girls who are facing social and 
moral danger because of family 
problems, mental strain, social 
ostracism, exploitation, or any 
other cause, which may leave a 
woman in a situation where she 
is exposed to danger. Under this 
scheme medical care, psychiat- 
ric treatment, occupational ther- 
apy, social facilities of adjust- 
ment, vocational education and 
recreation are provided. 

In 1 987-88 Government sanc- 
tioned ten more Homes bringing 
the total to 36. According to the 
Scheme, each Home should 
have an average of 30 residents 
at a time, with facilities for a min- 
imum of 20 and a maximum of 
40 

'Education Work for Preve: 
tion of Atrocities Against 
Women’, is another scheme 
under which assistance is given 
to organisations working with 
women for their social uplift and 
betterment and for carrying out 
education work for the preven- 
tion of atrocities against women. 
This work is done through pro- 
paganda, publicity and research 
work. Voluntary organisations 
and Institutions for various items 
of education work, such as pro- 
duction and publication of educ- 
ative journals, articles, books and 
other publicity materials, are 
admissible for assistance under 
this scheme. 

A new omnibus scheme called 
‘Support to Training and 


Employment Programme for 
Women (STEP)’ was formulated 
at the begining of the Seventh 
Plan to render support to 
women’s employment in various 
sectors such as agriculture, 
dairying, animal husbandary, 
fisheries, khadi and village indus- 
tries, handlooms, handicrafts 
and sericulture. The scheme 
focuses on the poorest, the most 
marginalised poor/assetless 
women, which include daily 


wage labourers, unpaid family 
workers, migrant labourers, tri- 
bals and other dispossessed 
groups. 

To provide better employment 
avenues for women to make 
them economically independent 
and self-reliant Government set 
up Women's Development Cor- 
porations are expected to work 
as catalysts to create sustained 
income-generating activities for 


women and promote schemes 
for women belonging to the 
weaker sections of the society, 
particularly to single women. The 
process is to identify women 
entrepreneurs, to facilitate avai- 
lability of credit through banks 
and other financial institutions, to 
promote women’s cooperatives, 
and to arrange training through 
existing institutions such as 
women’s polytechnics and Indu- 
strial Training Institutions. 


The Sikh Forum 

requests 

your presence and participation 
in a seminar on 

S.G.P.C. Past and Present 

on 

Saturday 30 July 1988 at 4.30 p.m. 

at 

Constitutional Club Rati Marq, 
New Delhi - 110001. 
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W ith a clear case 
made out for "cleans- 
ing" the Golden Tem- 
ple complex and rumours rife 
that top terrorists like Baba Gur- 
bachan Singh Manochahal, 
General Labh Singh and mem- 
bers of the Panthic Committee 
had been caught inside the com- 
plex, the bells for Government 
action started ringing. 

It is interesting to note that 
men like Manochahal, Labh 
Singh and members of the Pan- 
thic Committee had taken a 
tough stand on the substantive 
political issues under discussion 
within the ranks of militants ever 
since Bhai Jasbir Singh's release 
on March 4, 1988. This is evident 
from the article written by Bhai 
Gurnam Singh Bandala. This 
was also clear from a series of 
Press releases issued by the 
Panthic Committee and individ- 
ually by General Labh Singh. 
Evidently, except for Bhai Gurjit 
Singh and a faction of the Khal- 
istan Liberation Force, none from 
militant groups swung in favour 
of Bhai Jasbir Singh’s concept of 
"Puran Azadi" within or without 
the Indian Union. The Babbar 
Khalsa men were watching and 
waiting, not committing either in 
favour of or against Bhai Jasbir 
Singh’s "Puran Azadi". They 
were, however, quite sensitive 
about the way a few militants and 
were not averse to cleansing the 
Temple complex a case for 
which had been made out by 
Bhai-Jasbir Singh. It was thus 
Bhai Gurjit Singh alone, who 
came over in a determined 
manner in favour of Bhai Jasbir 
Singh. 

Gurjit Attacks Panthic 
Committee men 

S ince the differences 
between Bhai Jasbir 
Singh's camp and the 
militants led by Panthic Commit- 
tee were growing, the latter’s 
spokesmen, Giani Jagir Singh 
and Bhai Nirvair Singh, came 
under heavy fire when Bhai 
Gurjit Singh said the two men 
were impersonating themselves 
as spokesmen of the Panthic 
Committee. (Indian Express: 
April 26, 1988). The Panthic 
Committee hit back at Bhai Gurjit 
Singh when it not only reiterated 
through a statement on May 5, 
1 988, the demand for sucession 
but also owned the two repre- 
sentatives installed inside the 
complex. The panthic Committee 
also asked Bhai Gurjit Singh not 
to meddle in the affairs of the 
committee. (Indian Express : 
May 6, 1988) 

The Next day, i.e. May 6, 
General Labh Singh ironically 
attacked Bhai Jasbir Singh for 
"hobnobbing" with the Central 
Government. The General said 
that at his recent meetings with 
Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode and Bhai 
Gurjit Singh, he had observed 
that the two were toeing the 
"Government line" and were 
trying to form a Government in 
Punjab. Anyone trying to deviate 
from the set goal, General Labh 
Singh threatened, would be delt 


with in accordance with "Sikh 
traditions". (Indian Express : May 
7, 1988) 

Under the circumstances, Bhai 
Jasbir Singh was left with no 
option except to leave the temple 
complex. Only Bhai Gurjit Singh 
was backing him. Most other 
groups had turned against him. 
Delhi-based Press reports quot- 
ing despatches from intelligence 
agencies spoke even of the 
threats to Bhai Jasbir Singh’s life. 
The pitch was further queered 
when the B.B.C., London, 
relayed an interview with Bhai 
Jasbir Singh quoting him saying 
that a solution to the Sikh prob- 
lem was possible "within the 
framework of Indian Constitu- 
tion". The Takhat chief was 
embarassed by the interview. He 
tried unsuccessfully to wriggle 
out of his - statements. The inter- 
view further widened the rift. 

Bhai Jasbir Singh vacated on 
May 8, 1988, his residence 
within the prikarma of the Golden 
Temple complex and his Press 
Secretary complained of short- 
age of accomodation. The Takht 
chief moved to Guru Nanak 
Niwas. Journalists at Amritsar 
did not fail to compare and con- 
trast the dramatic shift in resi- 
dence when they recalled how 
the late Sant Jarnail Singh Bhin- 
dranwale had left Guru Nanak 
Niwas to move into Akal Takht 
about four years ago. 

"Test Firing" by Security 
Forces. 

T he security forces sur- 
rounding the complex 
from high positions were 
waiting for the "fire" order. They 
had tested their guns on April 29 
when a woman devotee, Swarn 
Kaur, suffered a bullet injury. 
Prior to the test firing on April 
26-27 Santokh Singh Kala along 
with two jeeploads of armed 
C.R.P.F. men had aimed at 
insiders from Ghanta Ghar 
entrance side of Darbar Sahib. 

The D-Day was fast approach- 
ing. The C.R.P.F. D.I.G., S.S. 
Virk inspected fortifications of his 


force at noon on May 9, 1988. 
The Press next day reported, 
obviously on the Police briefing, 
that Virk was fired upon by ter- 
rorists and he suffered jaw injury. 
The exchange of fire continued 
for six hours. At least five civil- 
ians were killed, one of them 
opposite the Akal Takht building, 
as a result of "cross firing". 

The militants have their own 
story to tell. An insider, who pref- 
erred anonymity, told the 
P.H.R.O. team a few days later 
that the provocation came not 
from militants but from the 

C. R.P.F. Virk himself took the 
risky initiative of pressing with 
force a newly-built wall behind 
Akal Takht with a view to pull 
down the structure. There was 
altercation between Virk and a 
group of militants trying to see 
the wall intact. A C.R.P.F. body- 
guard of Virk opened fire to injure 
one Baldev Singh, at his shoul- 
der. This provoked the militants. 
The men belonging to Sakatar 
Singh’s group fired back injuring 
the D.I.G. 

The report of attack on the 

D. I.G. spread like wild fire. The 
Government promulgated curfew 
in the wake of the incident. J.F. 
Reberio told newsmen at Chan- 
digarh the same afternoon that 
"the Centre had been informed 
of the situation". P. Chidambram 
told the Rajya Sabha that the 
Centre was planning "drastic 
action” against the terrorists in 
the Golden Temple. 

While the situation was 
reaaching a flash-point, Bhai 
Jasbir Singh and four priests 
were at Patiala to receive a 
rare honour from the Vice- 
Chancellor of Punjabi Univer- 
sity, Dr. Bhagat Singh. 

The curfew continued 
around the complex on May 
10. There was sporadic 
C.R.P.F. firing throughout the 
day. The Punjab Director- 
General of Police, K.P.S. Gill, 
told newsmen that security 
forces had been instructed to 
open fire on terrorists at the 
"slightest movement" by 
them. "The curfew would con- 


Punjab 


A Report to 

tlnue indefinitely giving rise to 
speculation that this time 
security forces meant busi- 
ness with 70 to 80 terrorists 
caught Inside the temple com- 
plex". (Indian Express : May 
11, 1988) 

Darbar Sahib is sealed 


D uring the day 800 devo- 
tees and employees of 
the S.G.P.C. were 
evacuated from the complex 
leaving militants inside with hefty 


the World by Pi 

s"ms of money on their H 
i.ie C.R.P.F. ensured the 
complex was completely s 
a id no terrorist should esca 
many of them did during the 
ration "Blue Star” in 1984 
In the evening the sa 
forces’ firing resulted in the 
of two terrorists inside the 
plex and an unspecified ni 
of them was injured. The t 
ists were entrenched on s 
points in the complex : thr 
the Prasad point, one eac 
two towers, and one each ( 
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Dear Mr. Ray, 

The present day happenings in Punjab and their aft 
Sikh Community have left one in a state of dismal, hel 
ness. Not being able to do anything is further frusti 
Now when Sikh religious and political leadership is 
your safe and protective custody and when you hav( 
projected as the "Restorer" of Sikh(our) Maryada, "yi 
bound to discharge functions to restore and rehat 
Sikh hurt feelings. Media has been reporting that 30/40 
who entered the holy precincts of Darbar Sahib ha^K. 
ated and defiled the santorum. ’I 

We saw on TV also some Sikhs coming out with 
hands. Dying fighting is in the creed. But such objei 
render that too after defiling the Holiest of the Holy ! 
Is against the very character of a Sikh. 

Death in battle is honour to the valient, he who des 
condemned to cycle of birth and death. 

(Vth 

As a humble servant of the community, I enjoin upc 
the "New custodian of Sikh Maryada" to produce the! 
sons before the Akal Takhat, the political seat and a 
ity of the Sikhs. And they be punished according t 
Maryada. May it be even ex-communication and flo 
Sikh psyche has already been flogged bv T.V./mi 

Yours sine 

(ASHOK SING^ B 
oi JJJac 
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Clock Tower entrance ar 
fortifications above it. 

The Press reports sal 
electricity and water si 
had not been cut but the I 
ers reported later tha 
Government claim was 
true: the power and ' 
supply had been cut. 
Surat Singh Khalasa, a U 
Akall Dal (U.A.D.) ac 
closely connected with 
Joginder Singh, stated th 
rooms inside had been ss 
be lit by candle light wl 
group were allowed to go 
security forces ostensit 
pick up dead bodies. 

The security forces aroui 
complex were equipped 
night vision gadgets whic 
militants evidently did not 
with the result that when 
ventured out, they were si 
injured. 

There was speculation oi 
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njab Humans Rights Organisation 


about the militants trapped 
inside. There were frequent tele- 
phone calls seeking identity of 
those inside. The Amritsar-based 
journalists tried to know whether 
Manochahal and Labh Singh 
were also inside. The specula- 
tion was fuelled by reports that 
top militants had been called by 
Bhai Jasbir Singh for a "Panthic 
Unity" session. The police chief 
when questioned said : "Several 
of those inside are important 
persons. I cannot tell you about 
their names for obvious rea- 


tenses and medium machine* 
guns (MMGs) having a range of 
upto 1,800 metres. 

"The deployment of Black C 4s 
has been done as a part of the 
government’s apparent policy to 
exhaust out the terrorists trapped 
inside the temple more effec- 
tively. Thus, the deadly Sniper 
rifles known for their precision 
have been introduced in order to 
eliminate the terrorists one by 

one " (Indian Express : May 

12, 1988) 


t Comment 


Dear Mr. Ashok Singh Bhai, 

You are absolutely right in saying that those terrorists 
who were in the Temple were not Sikhs at all. In fact as 
appears from the first "Wak" after the Maryada was restored 
again, Guru Amar Dass made it quite clear that only those 
who followed the message of the Guru was his brother and 
his friend. The actual English translation of the first Wak 
immediately after the maintenance of Maryada was restored 
was as follows:- 

"He who walks In the path of the Guru he is my friend and 
my brother. He who takes the wavered path by himself will 
come to grief. Without the true Guru he will never find peace 
and will regret for ever." 

We shall now, all of us together, have to restore the gran- 
deur and the greatness of the celestial Harmandir and 
ensure that at no future date it becomes again a sanctury 
for murderers, terrorists, secessionists and anti-nationals. 
The Temple must for ever remain a centre of great peafce 
and spiritual tranquality. 


With best wishes. 


sons". (The Tribune : May 11, 
1988) 

Are N.S.G. Commandos 
C.R.P.F. men? 


A ll strategic C.R.P.F. 
pickets overlooking the 
Golden Temple complex 
were augmented with the elite 
Black Cat Commandos of the 
National Security Guards (NSG) 
who were brought on May 10 
even as sporadic exchange of 
fire between the security forces 
and terrorists lodged in the com- 
plex continued. 

"While indefinite curfew 
clamped in the walled city of 
Amritsar since 3 P.M. on May 9 
continued to be in force without 
any relaxation, the NSG com- 
mandos in the guise of C.R.P.F. 
personnel kept the terrorists at 
bay with their specially brought 
Swedish sophisticated PSG 
Sniper rifles fitted with telescopic 


Yours sincerely, 
(S.S. Ray) 


While the operation was in 
progress, the Government 
continued its efforts to bring 
round insiders through the 
good offices of Bhai Jasbir 
Singh. The latter on 'May 11 
sent a team headed by Bhai 
Gurdev Singh Kaonke, a 
former Acting Jathedar of Akal 
Takht, accompanied by a few 
activists of Damdami Taksal, 
inside the Golden Temple 
ostensibly to bring the dead 

bodies from Inside for crema- 
tion. The talks between the 
Government and the head 
priests centred round the 
question of surrender by 
insiders. The Gurdev Singh 
mission failed. The insiders 
did not allow the bodies to be 
removed. Another team which 
included Bhai Surat Singh 
Khalsa, Bhai Mohkam Singh, 
Bhai Nirmal Singh and 10 
others was sent on the night 
of May 11 by Bhai Jasbir 


Singh. This mission too failed. 
A team of journalists was also 
allowed inside the complex on 
May 11 evidently to assess the 
militants’ mood. 

"No Confidence" in 
Jasbir Singh 

An impression was conveyed 
to the Takht Jathedar by mem- 
bers of the second team that the 
insiders were willing to obey the 
directions of "Singh Sahibs and 
Baba Thakur Singh of Damdami 
Taksal". But an insider informed 
the P.H.R.O. team that they had 
pledged to abide by the orders of 
Baba Thakur Singh only. Implied 
in the remark was the fact that 
the insiders had lost faith in the 
jathedars. They also viewed with 
contempt overnight's agreement 
between the jathedars and the 
authorities. They described the 
agreement as "Government con- 
spiracy" to evict them from their 
"home”. 

The failure of Government’s 
last-minute efforts to bring the 
insiders to submission left it with 
no choice other than putting Bhai 
Jasbir Singh and other Jathedars 
under "protective custody". P. 
Chidambram told the Lok Sabha 
on May 1 2 that the Government 
had decided on "certain mea- 
sures to rid the Golden Temple 
complex of extremists". 

Behind-the-scenes talks 
between Bhai Jasbir Singh 
and the authorities continued 
even in Central Jail, Amritsar. 
Bhai Jasbir Singh, who found 
his and other Jathedars’ 
authority not being respected 
by militants, sent Bhai 
Mohkam Singh and five others 
from the jail on the night of 
May 14 to meet Baba Thakur 
Singh at Mehta Chowk, head 
office of Damdami Taksal. The 
baba refused to endorse Jath- 
edars’ accord with the author- 
ities. The team was informed 
that the Taksal was opposed 
to the idea of surrender of men 
and weapons. The Taksal chief 
reiterated this stand to Deputy 
Commissioner Sarbjit Singh 
when he went to meet him on 
May 15. 

Governor’s "Last 
Warning" 


D ecks were now clear for 
intensified firing and 
other measures across 
the complex to force militants to 
surrender. Governor S.S. Ray 
issued his "final warning". Initia- 
tive for talks came from within the 
complex when Bhai Sakatar 
Singh, a close associate of Baba 
Uttam Singh, telephoned the 
Taksal office at Mehta Chowk on 
May 14-15. Bhai Malkiat Singh at 
Chowk Mehta end talked to Bhai 
Sakatar Singh and expressed his 
surprise at the functioning of 
Bhai Sakatar Singh's telephone 
when ail channels of communi- 
cation with the complex had 
been cut off. Bhai Sakatar Singh 
requested that Baba Thakur 
Singh should ask Baba Uttam . 
Singh to speak to Union Home 
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Left to right) K.P.S. Gill, Sarabjit Singh and Suresh Arora- 


Minister Buta Singh to end the 
siege of the complex. Baba 
Thakur Singh turned down the 
request, according to Bhai Mal- 
kiat Singh, who also denied that 
he and Bhai Gajjan Singh ent- 
orea the complex area after May 
11, 1988, and that allegation that 
they played a role in the sur- 
render was wrong. It was all 
arranged by Baba Uttam Singh 
and Sakatar Singh. 

With food supplies depleting 
and no water to drink 168 
inmates including Surjit Singh 
Panta, Sakatar Singh, Charanjit 
Singh, Labh Singh Labhu and 
Harcharan Singh, a brother of 
Panta surrendered on May 15, 
1988. This surrender was 
arranged by Baba Uttam Singh. 
Panta committed suicide by con- 
suming cynide after he was iden- 
tified. About 40 men entered the 
Golden Temple with hands 
raised instead of surrendering to 
the police. Baba Uttam Singh 
appealed to them once again but 
none obliged. (Indian Express : 
May 16, 1988). Of those who 
surrendered 117 men and 11 
women were formally arrested 
for waging a war against the 
State, conspiracy, collecting 
arms and ammunition and under 
the Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 

"Terrorists as Sitting 
Ducks" 

An N.S.G. officer told Dinesh 
Kumar of Indian Express on 
May 16, 1988, that "the terror- 
ists were like sitting ducks for 
our snipers". 

After I.G. Chaman Lai asked 
the remaining inmates'to sur- 
render on May 1 8, 1 988, 46 per- 
sons surrendered. They included 
Nirvair Singh and Malkiat Singh 
Ajnala. The police stated that 
Karaj Singh Thande of Bhin- 


dranwale Tigers Force commit- 
ted suicide by consuming cynide 
in the prikarma but, according to 
Bhai Malkiat Singh of Damdami 
Taksal, Thande died fighting 
because he had dared come out 
equipped with weapons just in 
front of the temple complex. Two 
unarmed youths who were not 
following the route indicated to 
them by secuirty forces were 
gunned down on the prikrama 
near Ghanta Ghar. Yet another 
militant Bagga Singh also con- 
sumed cynide, according to the 
police. Included in this batch was 
a woman, wife of Chanchal 
Singh Uddoke. 

Contradictions 


T he number of forces 
deployed around Golden 
Temple complex was 
about 5000 while the number of 
militant inmates given out by offi- 
cial estimates was less than 1 00. 
Most modern type of weapons 
such as Swedish telescopic guns 
and night vision gadgets were 
used by the security forces. The 
number of those killed inside the 
complex was said to be 40 
although there is not authentic 
information on the vital subject. 
Not a scratch was suffered by 
any member of the security 
forces except of course a jaw 
injury by D.I.G. Virk. There is 
evidence to suggest that the mil- 
itants did not fire at any time 
during nine days of the opera- 
tion. They had meagre ammuni- 
tion and the range of their rifles 
was short. The militants, of 
course, were waiting for the 
security forces to enter the com- 
plex upon which they would have 
fired. Persistent media reports 
about "exchange of fire" are not 
borne out by the P.H.R.O. inves- 
tigations. The Government ver- 
sion that the militants were the 
Continued on page 1Z 
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A Point of Return 

"Srivirinchi" 


W hen Ashok first met 
her she was already 
married and had pu' 
in seven years of service at the 
office. He was impressed by her 
modesty. She talked to him in a 
low voice, her eyes scarcaely 
meeting his gaze. There was an 
exchange of courtesies and she 
offered her assistance should he 
ever need it. ‘Certainly, Sujatha, 
thank you,’ he said, fhat was all. 
The days passed on. 

A fortnight later they met 
again. Handing him an invitation, 
she said, ‘We would be glad to 
have your company on this 
occasion.’ Ashok looked into the 
card. Their second son’s birth- 
day. Tea at 5-o’ clock in the 
afternoon. The date suited him. 
'I shall attend,’ he promise^. 

But as it happened he could 
not. Something more important 
and inescapable turned up. He 
was rather sick for having had to 
miss the occasion. How bad she 
would feel about it? What she 
thought of him, his presence or 
absence, seemed to him of vital 
impprtance. He waited impatien- 
tly for the next day to apologize 
to her; 'Sorry, Sujathaji, I could 
not come to your place yester- 
day, some last minute, an altog- 
ether unexpected development 
came in the way. I feel very bad.’ 
Very nice of you to remember 
us, sir. Mr. Tyagaraj was so anx- 
ious to meet you.’ 

Tell him, I’m sorry for my ab- 
sence. One day, next month may 
be I would like to call on you.’ 
And sure enough, he did. He 
took a small gift parcel for the 
boy. Handing him the neatly 
wrapped box, he tenderly felt the 
boy’s cheeks. 'Very nice boy, 
Ram, aren’t you? 


Better late than never, Many 
happy returns of the day.’ 

The boy returned his smile. 

‘Where are Mr. Tyagaraj and 
? 

‘He is not in station. Work 
took him to Chidambaram. 
Sham is still at the school’. 

'Oh. I’ve missea him again.’ 

She offered him some 
sweets and fried cashew nuts. 

‘Why all this now,’ he said 
temparately. 

‘It’s nothing. This is my priv- 
ilege.’ 

She later made some coffee 
for him and smilingly handed the 
steaming hot cup. He gently 
gazed at her. Moonlight 
appeared to have descended 
into the room. Her smile brought 
her nearer to him. Not only 
nearer, but dearer too; he felt. 

That smile Is something he 
could remember for ever. 
When she smiles the two rows 
of teath flash into view for a 
second or two. The left cheek 
rounds beautifully into a soft 
bulge. ‘I like the way you 
smile, Sujatha,’ he said unhes- 
itatingly. Her expression 
changed for a moment. But 
she took the compliment well 
and graciously said: ‘Mr Tyag- 
araj also compliments me 
often for this. Nice that you 
have a common point for 
appreciation.’ 

Who would not, unless he be 
dumb and stupid, thought Ashok. 
It was time for him to move out 
but he felt like lingering-on. 

‘Thank you for all this,’ he 
managed to say at last and tried 
to make a gesture of leave- 
taking. Sujatha said, ‘I thought 
your wife would also accompany 
you.' He nodded his head in 


melancholy and moved out. 

All the way back home he 
raked his brains to remember 
where and when he first saw her 
and admired her countenance. 
He had a flash of the moment. 
Arriving home, Ashok changed 
his dress and crept into the bed- 
room. Making sure that his wife, 
Lila, was busy in the kitchen and 
would not step in here for a good 
time, he opened the cabinet and 
picked out the album. Oh, the 
album. This was the coveted 
possession of his wife. Ashok 
remembered well how she 
exhibited this to him but did not 
like his questioning about the 
good number of persons in the 
photographs. 

As he now opened the album 
that picture greeted him. Yes, His 
wife and Sujata were together in 
this. Sujata had the same char- 
acteristic smile in the photo. It 
was this smile that had attracted 
him even at the first instance. It 
made him want to know more 
and more about the other girl but 
Lila v,.v too adament to say any- 
thing. She would only brush 
aside his questions and say: 1 - 
Look at all the different photos 
where I am featured. Why are 
you keen to know about others? 
Am I not enough? You did select 
me from a bag lot of girls you 
interviewed to pick up your 
bride? 

Ashok could not make head or 
tail of this. 

He looked at the photograph. 
The two girls were beaming in 
beauty. The photo was at least 
ten years old now. Both Lila and 
Sujatha looked innocent, tender 
and sparkling. The left cheek of 
Sujatha was making the same 
bulge and that made the identity. 
He could not recapitulate. Her 
photo had got imprinted in his 
mind long back. That was, how 
he had felt that natural affinity 
and admiration towards her 
when he saw her for the first time 
in office. Having recollected this, 
his enthusiasm welled up and he 
wanted to talk to Lila about that. 

'Let me do that for whatever 
it’s worth. Lila has also changed 
a lot over these years. She is no 
more the same arrogant girl 
he thought. 

Ashok slowly moved into the 
kitchen, album in his hands 
opened at the specific page. 
'Look here, Lila, Lila, I dropped 
this album as I was checking 
something in the cabinet. Album 
opened at this page. See how 
tender you look here, You are 
surely making a difference now, 
though the basic structure is the 
same. Both beautiful and novel. 
How do you feel about this now?' 

Lila glanced gracefully at the 
photograph. 'Oh, this one. No, I 
didn’t like this at all. Left to myself 
I won't include this in the album. 
Why, I wouldnot have even been 
photographed along with her.’ 


Ashok didnot say a word. His 
silence would make her talk 
more. She continued to say: 'You 
don’t know. Sujata or some such 
thing was her name. They were 
living next door to us. We were 
in the same class. We had neck 
to neck contest at every exami- 
nation. The first rank, we never 
allowed to go beyond ourselves. 
— She was very arrogant, I must 
say...’ 

'Is that so?’ - Ashok added a 
word to keep the talk going. 

‘Yes, what do you think of her? 
Oh, God. I wanted to prepare for 
the IAS after the degree course. 
But your parents didnot encour- 
age the idea, you know well 
--how all that happened. 

'Did this girl do her IAS?’ 

God, She would not do that. In 
fact, we lost touch after my mar- 
riage. Don’t know what hap- 
pened to her. But one thing is 
certain. She would not take up 
any job.’ 

'Is that so?’ 

'She was not for women taking 
up jobs. A.b.c. type girl, I must 
say. While I always advocated 
for the girls’ education, jobs and 
continued career along with the 
family life, she used to say ‘no’ 
to all that. According to her, girls 
are ment to be housewives and 
nothing else. Stupid woman, she 
must have settled by now: cook- 
ing food for a robust man, bread- 
ing children for him, and all that 
rot and nonsense. I don't even 
pity her. No, fet me not talk any 
further about her.’ - Lila was 
tense and provocative at the 
same time. Ashok mused for 
some time. Sujata wanted to 
keep aloof from job oriented life. 
Lila meant to be a working 
woman. Fate always brings the 
due, not what we wish for. it was 
amazing to him that these girls 
reversed their roles in actuality: 
Perhaps they forgot their ambi- 
tions totally of the college going 
days and compromised with 
what came on hand. 

He kept back the album. So, 
he thought, they were bad 
friends. They don’t know each 
other now. It may not be their 
liking to be brought together now. 
Why should I bother to get them 
nearer? Let each lie in her own 
island. 

Fixing his evening meal, Lila 
said, 'Don’t know where Sujata 
now is. Would you like to know 
if she really achieved her goal. 


She would win a point over me 
if she knows that I remain idle at 
home and don't care for a job 
now.’ 

Ashok kept himself silent and 
didn’t allow the conversation to 
develop further. 

Later Ashok -and Sujata had 
many occasions to meat ard 
move together. Sujata started 
liking the way his hair curled over 
his right ear and dropped down. 

One day he saw that their 
conversation tended towards 
women’s problems, their 
employment opportunities and 
the new socio-economic life. By 
now, she knew Ashok had a 
degree holder wife at home. 

One should justify the educa- 
tion and the degree obtained 
after a lot of botheration and hard 
work,’ she explained advancing 
her argument in favour of job- 
seeking women. 

‘Why justification? It can be 
sought for in many ways. Not 
necessarily in a tiring job, I 
mean.’ 

She didnot respond and he 
had to provoke her further. 

'It's enough women can take 
good care of their homes and 
raise children as ideal citizens. 
Their education comes handy in 
that endeavour, not for an added 
bread-winner for the family.’ 

‘Oh, you are a type by your- 
self. Womens’ emancipation 
doesn't touch you at all, per- 
haps.’ 

'I’m not against women 
coming out; but am not for their 
competing for the jobs. What I 
would like to stress is only that 
anyone-male or female should 
take up a job or career only when 
it’s absolutely necessary for the 
family. We should not run for jobs 
just because we are educate', J^l 
That should be our attitude, more y 
so in case of women who are to 
keep their homes in good order.’ 

Sujata murmured almost to 
herself:‘Yes, I’ve the financial 
stress. Job is a must for me. It’s 
not for a pleasure I come out and 
toil in office files and records. I 
know, I can make a better 
householder left to myself...' 

Ashok thought it fit to talk loud 
to restore the balance. He said:'l 
know there are definite advan- 
tages for women in coming out 
and seeing the fuller activities of 
life. First of all, that would widen 
their perspective. The vastness 
of the world will stretch before 



That smile is something he could remember for 
ever. When she smiles the two rows of teath flash 
into view for a second or two. The left cheek 
rounds beautifully into a soft bulge. ‘I like the way 
you smile, Sujatha,’ he said unhesitatingly. Her 
expression changed for a moment. But she took 
the compliment well and graciously said: ‘Mr 
Tyagaraj also compliments me often for this. Nice 
that you have a common point for appreciation . 1 
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them. But at the same time, 
coming out for jobs means a lot 
of sacrifice, too. But--what does 
your Tyagraj feel about it?’ 

‘You know what he feels 
about. I’m before you now.’ 
Ashok didn’t understand what 
she meant by this crisp state- 
ment. But he felt irked to carry on 
the dialogue further. 

Another day, most casually he 


S omething is happening in 
Malayalam literature one 
of the most vibrant and 
lively in India. One may dub it 
"Back to Classics Movement", 
even though no such movement 
actually exists. This is noticeable 
from a series of works, belong- 
ing both to fiction and non-fiction 
categories which came out in the 
recent past. Most of them origi- 
nated from Mahabharata and a 
few from Ramayana. Not that 
there are no other books. There 
are quite a few of them. 


Bharata Paryadanam 

B harata Paryadanam 
(journey through ■ iaha- 
bharata) by the late 
scholar Kuttikrishna Marar may 
be taken as a trend setter. It 
^appeared roughly 40 years ago, 
when the whole of India was boil- 
ing with the struggle for indepen- 
dence. It was a scholar’s 
evaluation of certain incidents of 
Mahabharata and the author’s 
attempt to put the moral stamp 
on otherwise inexplicable actions 
of epic heroes and heroines. The 
book was a best seller and has 
gone into many editions. Even 
now it is in short supply Though 
Marar has written half a dozen 
books, similar in nature, they did 
not achieve similar popularity. 

The immediate sequel to this 
book was another book based 
on Mahabharata by Kalavamko- 
dam Balakrishnam entitled ’’Ini 
njan unangatte" (let me seep 
now) in which the Pandavas, 
their mother Kunti and spouse 
Panchali are main charters. 

Many novels and short stories 
followed. At least three of the 
mass circulation periodicals were 
serialising stories based on 
Ramayana and Mahabharata at 
one time. 

This is not confined to novels 
alone. In poetry also the trend set 
in. Poets who began with 
resounding leftist poems have 
now come back to the epic trail. 


mentioned his feeling for her. He 
tickled her left cheek. Moving 
closure, he took her hands into 
his own. She didn’t seem to be 
upset. But she carefully removed 
herself from his fold and said in 
a whisper: 'You know, Plato is 
my ideal.’ 

Ashok was not surprised. Her 
smile implied as much to him, a 
long time ago. 


K.P.R. Pillai 
Recent Books 

A couple of books that 
came out recently must 
be mentioned here. One 
is "Rantaam oozham" (the 
second round) by M.T. Vasud- 
evan Nair who needs no intro- 
duction. Awards national and 
international given to him are 
innumerable, both for literature 
and for cinema. His latest work 
is Rantam oozham, a novel-like 
re-renering of the Mahabharatha. 

It is slightly interpretative and his 
main character is Bhimsena. It 
was first serialised and then 
brought out in book form. The 
second book is "Tatwamasi" by 
Prof. Sukumar Azhikode, one of 
the greatest living scholars of 
Kerala. It is a work on philoso- 
phy, based mainly upon the 
Upanishads. It was also a best 
seiler and went into three edi- 
tions in one year. 

Kalakaumudi, one of the pres- 
tigious Malayalam publications 
was serialising stories from 
Bible. Recent rumblings about 
the translation of an award win- 
ning Malayalam short story on 
the Holy Prophet can still be 
heard all over the country. Even 
the mass circulation CPI (M) 
weekly Desabhimani serialised a 
Malayalam rendering of Mudra- 
rak 

Bramas 

C oming to dramas too this 
trend is evident. The 
most widely read and 
staged dramas today are based ' 
u.i epics. C.N. Sreekantan Nair’s 
Kanchana Seetha, Saket, kali 
etc. are the most popular dramas 
in Malayalam today. Many lesser 
works based on epics also have 
met with immense success. 

Thus, in almost all fields of 
literary activity, the general ten- 
dency is to return to the epics 
and legends, to be successful 
and popular. In Tamil also this 
tendency is visible to a certain 
extent. This Question is why. 


Here one fact remains to be 
mentioned. Two great uphea- 
vals that shook the entire 
Kerala failed to produce any 
worthwhile work of art, either 
in literature or in other fields 
in the State. One is the change 
over from the matrilineal 
system to patriarchal system. 
The second is the struggle for 
independence. 

Independence struggle pro- 
vided thematic skeleton to many 
classic works in other Indian lan- 
guages. Bande Mataram and the 
Bharatiyar songs (Tamil) being 
the best known. In Malayalam, 
the reigning trinity of poets in the 
early 20th century produced a 
few lines, Vallathol and Kumaran 
Asan being the most prominent. 
Ulloor, the third was a Govern- 
ment servant and scrupulously 
kept himself off politics. 

Social Overhaul 

C oming to the change- 
over from matrinileal to 
patrilineal system, it was 
one of the greatest social uphea- 
vals that the world has ever 
seen. It was not just a change of 
lineage. It thoroughly overhauled 
the entire society. For one who 
is not acquainted with the intri- 
cate working of the matrilineal- 
society. It is useless to explain 
the implications of the change. 
Not a single book, novel, drama 
or ballad has been brought out 
on the subject. C. Radhakrish- 
nan, another literary luminary 
brought out a novel, "Ellaam 
Marakkunna Kadal" (the sea that 
foregets all), and promised it to 
be the first of a trilogy on the sub- 
ject. But soon he was swallowed 
by the silver screen Thakazhi’s 
magnum opous, "Coir" touches 
the subject only at a tangent. 
Strangesness of the situation 
can be brought out only when we 
compare it with what came out 
after the Industrial Revolution in 
various western countries. 

Malayalam literature has a 
background of its own. The first 
Tamil epic Chilapatikaram by 
Elanko Adigal (crown Prince 
-Yuvaraja) was written in Kerala, 
at Thiruvanchikulam, during the 
Perumal regime. Malayalam is 
now ascribed by scholars to be 
the offspring of a language, orig- 
inally the mother of Tamil, 
Telugu, Kannada, Oriya and 
Sinhalese. After branching off 
from the umblical cord, it 
remained affiliated to Chentamil 
for quite long. Later it succumbed 
to the incursions of Sanskrit. Ini- 
tial contributions to Sanskrit by 
Malayali writers include Mukun- 
damala by Kulasekhara, Yud- 
hishtraravijayam and Nalodayam 
(both Yamaka kavyas) by Vas- 
udeva, Ascharyachoodamani by 
Saktibhadra, and Sree Krishna 
Karnamrita, by LeelasuKa. 

Poetical Beginning 

A s in other languages, in 
Malayalam too, :he beg- 
inning, in literature was 
in poetry. At first they were in the 
form of chants and mantras. 


Then came Ramacharitam Pattu 
in the 1 2th century. It was almost 
trilingual - a mixture of Chenta- 
mil, Sanskrit and Malayalar Real 
Malayalam poetry got a start with 
the poets known collectively as 
Niranam poets. They are 
believed to be Rama panicker, 
Madhava panicker and Sankara 
panicker who belonged to Nira- 
nam village in Tiru Ramakatha, 
Bharatham, Bhagavatham and 
Bhagavadgita rendering into 
Malayalam are their works. 

Poems like Chandrolsavam 
which simply could not be cat- 
egorise into any known group 
also issued forth around the XV 
century. 

Champus 

T hen came a unique style 
of literature called Cham- 
pus. Punam and Mazha- 
mangalam nambudiris are sup- 
posed to be the greatest 
exponents of this style. It was a 
kind of rhythmatic prose, not to 
be confused with Kadambari 
style and reformers of its script. 
Thunchathu Ramanujan 
Ezhuthaschan, euologised as 
the father of modern Malayalam 
and Kalakkathu Kunchan Nam- 
biar were the next to follow. 

Mambiar brought literature to 
the doorsteps of the common 
man. He was followed later by 
the Venmani duo. 

After these two, the literary 
arena remained rather dull for a 
long period. Revived activity was 
seen only after the spread of 
English education in early 19th 
century. The first Malayalam 
novel was "Indulekha", by Oyy- 
arathu Chandu Menon. Great 
historial novels by C.V. Raman 
Pillai, Appan Thampuran and 
Major Sardar K.M. Panicker also 
enriched the scene. 

It is remarkable that though 
many eminent poems of religious 
character came out through the 
centuries, Malayalai’fi had to wait 
till the XIX century for a Malay- 
alam Mahakavya written by Azh- 
kattu Ramakuru. Then there was 
a flood of them, Kesaveeyam, 
Sree Yesu Vijayam etc. being 
the most prominent. The two Koil 
Thampurans.-Kerala Varma and 
Raja Raja Varma translated 
most of the Sanskrit Mahakav- 
yas into Malayalam. Kundoor, 
Manradiar and others added 
colour and splendour to the 
period. Vallathol came out with 
his own Mahakavya, the Chi- 
trayogam. He even translated 
the Rig Veda into Malayalam. 
Ulloor brought out Umakeralam. 
All these Kavyas strictly con- 
firmed to Dandi’s 18 rules to be 
followed while composing a 
Mahakavya. 

Ulloor, Vallathol and Kumaran 
Asan, known as the poetical Tri- 
nity marked the breaking away of 
Malayalam poetry from tradi- 
tional path. Their capable follow- 
ers, Vayalar Rama Varma and 
Prof. O.N.V. Kurup, along with 
Kadammanitta and a few other 
masters made the breach look 
unbridgeable. 

In the field of Malayalam 


Reviews and Reflections 

Malayalam’s 

Thematic 

Go Back 


drama, work began with transla- 
tions from classical works. Mod- 
ernism in Malayalam drama 
began with Pulimana Parames- 
wara Pillai and Prof. N. Krishna-' 
Pillai using Modern themes with 
telling effect. But return to reli- 
gious themes was quick with the 
late C.N. Sreekantam Nair lead- 
ing the pack. 

Writers are advisers and 
soothsayers for all ages and 
lands. They deal in ideals that 
lead man to progress. Man is the 
raw material for their creations 
and human society is their 
canvas, their workshop. They 
use truth to cement their ideals 
to human souls. 

If it is so, why is it that Malay- 
ali intellectuals failed to make 
use of the ferment that shook 
their society. They have written 
about all things imaginable in all 
kinds and forms humanly possi- 
ble. Paucity of ideas in an 
exhausted society may have 
persuaded the intellectuals to 
search the epics for thematic 
support. The cause of this 
strange condition in Malayalam 
literature is worth the study of lit- 
teratteurs and sociologists. 

Whatever the reason, the revi- 
val of the epic spirit in literature 
luckily serves the purpose of 
building a bridge between past 
and present, thus making pro- 
gress into future easier and more 
fruitful. 


A Poem 

Waiting 

Bare, barren branches 
baked in the fire of sun, 
large pink stones embar- 
rassed 

with the rage of heat. 
Years of thirst engraved 

on the cracking earth. 
Farmers yearning for a 

drop of water, 

Birds staring upwards 

with wide opened beaks. 
Clouds joke and pass away 
a silent sadness 

a desperate look 
Duststroms playing havoc, 

Mocking at the absence of 
rain, 

With dry choked throats, 

parched lips, people 
exist 

Waiting, waiting, waiting 


Sati S. Singh 
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Punjab Bulldozed 


first to fire to hit D.I.G. Virk is 
one-sided and remains to be 
substantiated in view of what has 
been told to the P.H.R.O. team. 
There is counter evidence that 
the D.I.G. himself undertook the 
demolition of a wall atop the 
Karah Prashad budding within 
the complex and entered into 
altercation with militants and it 
was D.I.G.’s security guard who 
was the first to fire. 

There is circumstantial evi- 
dence to indicate that the secur- 
ity forces were looking for an 
opportunity to strike because the 
operation had been planned well 
in advance. Even on April 26-27, 
the C.R.P.F. men took Santokh 
Singh Kala along in a demostra- 
ble manner inspecting buildings 
around the complex presumably 
in the hope that the militants 
would hit kala who to them is a 
sworn foe. The security forces 
tested their guns on April 29 but 
the Press was told that a Babbar 
Khalsa man had entered the 
complex, necessitating the use 
of fire power. 

Excessive Use of Force 

The foregoing discussion 
points to the excessive use of 
force by the security forces. Even 
devotees, women and children 
and journalists were not spared. 
On the first day of firing, among 
the five killed was a limbless 
sewadar, who could not by any 
stretch of imagination use any 
weapon. 

The fact that the security 
forces had perched them- 
selves atop strategic positions 
and were equipped with tele- 
scopic gun with deadly accu- 
racy and had killed the 
inmates after due identifica- 
tion and recognition, "one by 
one" as Indian Express put it, 
is a sufficient pointer to the 
violation of due process of 
law. Despite a promise made 
to the P.H.R.O. by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amritsar, 
those killed have not been 
identified and listed for public 
benefit nor were their bodies 
cremated in a humane 
manner. 

Contrary to official claims, the 
inmates were denied the use of 
electricity and water. Women 
and children suffered the most. 
All the militants killed inside did 
not fall in morchas and fortifica- 
tions, but while trying to fetch 
water. This position could not be 
called adherence to norms of 
human rights. 

Bhai Jasbir Singh and other 
Jathedars wanted to enter the 
complex at "their own risk and 
responsibility" but they were not 
let in. Instead, they were 
arrested. Besides, there was dis- 
ruption of "Maryada" inside. 
These acts of the security forces 
run counter to fundamental rights 
"guaranteed" by articles 19 and 
25 of the Constitution. 


plex and were arrested. They 
are in Jail even after more than 
a month of their arrest. There 
has been a policy of pick and 
choose. Men like Baba Jog- 
inder Singh, Harcharan Singh 
Rode, Surjit Singh Barnala etc. 
have been released. Badal, 
Sukhjinder Singh and others 
have been arrested under the 
National Security Act and have 
been deported to jails thou- 
sands of kilometres away from 
Punjab. All this treatment of 
U.A.D. leaders amounts to the 
violations fo their human and 
democratic rights. 

The P.H.R.O. feels that the 
entire operation was not aimed 
at punishing the guilty or dis- 
couraging the use of private vio- 
lence but was aimed principally 
at compelling the militant groups 
to fall in line with Bhai Jasbir 
Singh Rode and open talk with 
the Government. Thus the main 
motive behind the operation was 
plain politics 

A Policy of Pick and 
Choose 

The U.A.D. leaders like Par- 
kash Singh Badal, Sukhjinder 
Singh, Sukhdev Singh Dhin- 
dasa and others and B.K.U. 
leaders like Ajmer Singh Lak- 
howal, Gurbachan Singh 
Bhamian, Manmohan Singh 
Hawas etc. were not allowed to 
peacefully demostrate and to 
visit the Golden Temple com- 
ill. THE FINDINGS 

E ver since Surjit Singh 
Barnala’s dismissal as 
Chief Minister in May 
1987 the Government of India 
had been following a policy in 
Punjab that had only one dimen- 
sion : to use mindless force 
against militants. 

The P.H.R.O. investigated and 
produced a series of reports 
suggesting false encounter kil- 
lings in hundreds especially in 
Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Faridkot, 
herozepur and Kapurthala dis- 
tricts. A new phenomenon in evi- 
dence during the interventing 
period has been the elimination 
of whole families including 
women and children. These kil- 
lings have not only been dis- 
owned but also denounced by 
known militant groups such as 
Panthic Committee, Khalistan 
Commando Force, Khalistan 
Liberation Force and the Babbar 
Khalsa. Nevertheless, the media 
and the pubic opinion as a whole 
have been led to believe that the 
militant groups in ’’unjab were 
the culprits. 

Who Kills Whole Fami- 
lies? 

T he P.H.R.O. investiga- 
tions do not bear out this 
charge fully. It is notable 
that the phenomenon of whole 
families being eliminated per- 


Continued from page 9 

tains essentially to Amritsar dis- 
trict. The media and the public 
have been kept carefully unin- 
formed about the existence of 
the Kala factor or the "Alam 
sena". Both these factors appear 
incontrovertible. The so-called 
counter-terrorist Santokh Singh 
Kala has himself boasted of his 
mission being blessed by none 
others than the Indian Prime 
Minister and the Adviser to the 
Punjab Governor. The matter is 
very grave if Kala’s self- 
confessed charges are correct. 
The country’s Prime Minister 
himself blesses extrajudicial kil- 
lings and the State’s "law and 
order" supremo whose word is 
law sanctions this "good work". 
The P.H.R.O. recommends that 
the entire matter should be thor- 
oughly investigated and the per- 
sons ( responsible for 
extra-judicial killings be pro- 
ceeded against howsoever high 
position they may ocupy. 

And what should one make 
of the Press - with honourable 
exceptions • that completely 
blacks out the misdeeds of 
men like Kala who has been 
Issued identity cards by the 
C.R.P.F. who Is permitted to 
steal cars obviously to commit 
crimes "provided he returns 
such cars to the Police within 
ten days?” and whose crimes 
ar’nt to be recorded by the 
Police? Why should India’s 


i 1 I 

democratic Opposition keep 
silent on such horrible devel- 
opments that strike at the root 
of the credibility of the State 
machinery? There have been 
killings of prisoners either In 
jails or while being produced 
In courts during the past one 
year. 

Much has been written 
recently about the discovery of 
dead bodies from the Akal Takht 
debris. In at least one case, the 
whole matter smacks of a dis- 
turbing conspiracy. One of the 
bodies discovered from the 
debris is of Kuldip Singh which 
has been identified by the man’s 
. unfortunate appearance of his 
son in the first week of March 


1987. The then S.S.P. Amritsar, 
Izhar Alam, told the Press on 
March 9, 1987, that the bullet- 
ridden body of Kuldip Singh had 
been recovered from "the outs- 
kirts of Amritsar". The mother 
next day demanded the dead 
body but was refused. How 
come the dead body has now 
been discovered from the Akal 
Takht debris? Does the incident 
bear out the charge that the 
"Alam sena" functioned from 
within the complex? 

Jasbir Singh after Dar- 
shan Singh 

It was in the wake of these 
happenings that the Government 
of India brought into play through 
Sushil Muni such characters as 
Prof. Darshan Singh Ragi and 
Bahi Jasbir Singh. A careful 
study of the statements and slo- 
gans issued by the two gentle- 
men bear a close identity. It is a 
moot point whether they were 
brought into the picture to bring 
the agitating Punjab youths to 
submission or to eliminate them 
in a carefully planned manner. 

The operation Black Thunder 
appears to be the case in point. 
It was planned well in advance, 
perhaps several months prior to 
its execution. The Punjab Pra- 
desh Congress President now 
says that the border fencing plan 
and the operation Black Thunder 
II were an integral part of the 
Centre’s plan for Punjab. It also 
appears that the Emergency Act, 
too, was an integral part of the 
operation Black Thunder II and 


the emergency powers were 
kept in hand to ihwart a pos si- 
ble protest movement against 
the seizure of the Golden Temple 
complex. The possibility of any 
large scale protest became min- 
imal due to the choice of the 
month of May for the operation 
which normally is an extremely 
busy period for the peasantry. 
The latter is the backbone of the 
Punjab agitation. A few opposi- 
tion functionaries have alleged 
that the operation Black Thunder 
II was also timed to influence the 
byelections in the country. The 
Emergency bill has yet another 
grave dimension to it. Its advo- 
cacy came through an article 
from C.P.I. leader Satyapal Dang 



as early as on September 11, 
1987 (The Tribune). The 
P.H.R.O. then issued a rejoinder 
against the reimposition of the 
Emergency. The C.P.I. officially 
opposed the Emergency bill in 
Parliament and even Dang pro- 
tested against the amendment. 
The question is : who could have 
prompted Dang to write the arti- 
cle? Intelligence agencies? Even 
the arrest of Kuldip Singh Arora 
and the threatened detention of 
Mohinder Singh of Akali Patrika, 
both Amritsar based journalists; 
could also possibly be prepara- 
tory measures for the operation. 
For, Arora and Mohinder Singh 
were among the journalists who 
earned the authorities’ wrath for 
reporting facts unpleasant to the 
establishment. The authorities 
were even upset at an Arora 
despatch that spoke of Bhai 
Jasbir Singh backing the 
demand for "Khalistan". The then 
Akal Takht Jathedar presumably 
informed his friends in the 
Punjab establishement that the 
journalist had put words in his 
mouth. He was, therefore, 
arrested on April 12, 1988. When 
journalists protested, the author- 
ities in Delhi, according to news- 
paper reports, assured that Arora 
would be released by mid-May, 
the original dead-line for the con- 
clusion of the operation. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

T he Government of India’s 
political approach under- 
lying the operation Black 
Thunder II which, in fact, pro- 
vides an unbroken thread partic- 
ularly since 1982, has its own 
logic and consequences. 

The operation "Blue Star" was 
considered a disaster by most 
politically conscious people in 
India although the ruling leader- 
ship and the security forces 
backing it remain wedded to the 
theory of its inevitablility. The 
latter are, therefore, least ape ' v 
logetic. The operation in 1 98-. 
was conducted skilfully in so far 
as preparatory measures on 
political front were concerned. A 
great deal of propaganda against 
militants was made. A section of 
the then Akali leadership was 
neutralised, if not won over, 
although more credence could 
be given to the latter possibility 
as the developments culminating 
in the Rajiv-Longowal Accord 
indicated. However, "mistakes", 
resulting in a few thousand 
deaths, were committed admit- 
tedly. The operation Black 
Thunder I now so named, con- 
ducted through "the Panthic 
Government" and the S.G.P.C., 
on April 30, 1986, was aimed 
mainly at convincing the world 
about the fact that Mrs. Gandhi, 
after all, was not wrong. 

Delhi learns from "Blue 
Star" 

Far greater political ano mili- 
tary maturity went into the pre- 
paration and conduct of the 
operation Black Thunder II. As 
shown in the foregoing chapters, 
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the Government of India’s wise 
intelligence and propaganda 
agencies so managed things that 
the world at large smoothly 
understood the inevitability of the 
operation certified so unwittingly, 
if not wittingly, by no less a 
person than Bhai Jasbir Singh 
himself, the militants’ own 
appointed Jathedar of Akal 
Takht. 

The military as such was not 
employed in view of the damag- 
ing side-effects of operation 
"Blue Star" on morale of the 
force. Instead, a mix of military's 
advanced fire power and the tra- 
ditional skills of the security 
forces fortified by the contribu- 
tionc of an alert intelligence setup 
was used, to execute the enter- 
prise. 

The operation Black Thunder 
II was so designed as to result 
in fewer but selective deaths. It 
should at the same time provide 
a maximum propaganda lever- 
age to the Government of India 
vis-a-vis the militants the world 
over. 

The Government of India did 
a lot of home work before the 
operation was undertaken. The 
operation nevertheless suc- 
ceeded only in part. No militant 
leader of any consequence fell 
into Government hands. To that 
extent it could be surmised that 
top echelons of militants were 
also wiser by their experience of 
the operation "Blue Star” and the 
operation Black Thunder I. 

Not that the militants had no 
use for gurdwaras. Sheer tradi- 
tion led them to the Golden 
Temple not merely to take 
shelter but to operate militancy 
from there. There was little real- 
isation of the changing pc ucal 
situation particularly after June 
1984. 

It was the British vested 
interest which had permitted 
Sikhs to use the gurdwara 
platform for politics. The Brit- 
ish could have easily stopped 
Uu practice just as any hostile 

jte would do. The alien 
rulers were more interested in 
using religion of Punjab Sikh 
peasantry with sizeable repre- 
sentation in the Army to 
further the cause of the 
empire. The British, therefore, 
were quite permissive about a 
little bit of gurdwara-based 
activity which, in any case, 
posed no threat to the empire. 
This also suited the rich Sikh 
leadership of those days. The 
creation of S.G.P.C. is thus the 
outcome of a confluence of 
two interests rather than the 
result only of the supposed 
Sikh stuggle for gurdwara 
reforms. 

No more Gurdwara 
Based Politics 

T he Government of India, 
too, followed initially in the 
British footsteps. It 
allowed the gurdwaras to be 
used by Sikh politicians so long 
as the Sikhs were a major rep- 
resentational force in the Indian 
Army. When Sikhs were reduced 


to a small minority in the defence 
services and the regional secur- 
ity environment became some- 
what favourable, the 
Government of India lost no time 
in resenting the use of gurd- 
waras for politics, especially if 
such politics is directed against 
the ruling party. The operation 
"Blue Star" was a clear message 
from Delhi. Besides, it proved 
politically profitable to the ruling 
party. 

Even the politically insensitive 
among the militants now may 
have taken note of the message 
from Thunder II that the days of 
the gurdwara-based militancy, if 
not the gurdwara based politics, 
are over, Conceptually, this kind 
of militancy could not be called 
guerilla warfare because a gue- 
rilla’s home is now known. Here 
thus is an opportunity for "Sikh 
militants" to turn "Sikh militant 
guerillas". That is likely to be the 
first significant fallout of the ope- 
ration Black Thunder II. 

In that eventuality the violent 
movement would have spread to 
unknown and unassessable 
dimensions. It would become far 
more difficult to open a dialogue 
with any credible Sikh group if 
ever Delhi thought of following 
such a course of action. 

Any corridor plan around the 
Darbar Sahib complex or any 
other gurdwara loses relevance 
in the change context. 

Considering the recent trends 
in Sikh politics, restoration of 
democratic institutions without a 
solution to Punjab’s tangled 
socio-economic problems will be 
an uphill task. No move towards 
a solution is possible so long as 
the Government of India, backed 
by security forces' top brass, 
clings to the theory that Punjab’s 
problem is one of law and order 
and not of mass unrest borne out 
of socio-economic maladmini- 
stration. 

The vicious cycle in Punjab is 
going to stay so long as the ruling 
leadership sticks to its theory of 
revenge and non-resolution of 
problems. 

VI. THE SOLUTION 

Critics often described 
P.H.R.O. as a "negative" organ- 
isation which only "criticised" 
Government’s actions and did 
not offer a set of proposals to 
help solve the problem. 

There appears to be a mis- 
understanding about the role and 
nature of the functioning of< 
P.H.R.O. It has a limited role to 
play : to examine and to bring to 
light violation of human rights 
enshrined in the U.N. Charter. 
P.H.R.O. does not claim to be a 
political party, much less the one 
with any popular (electoral) cre- 
dentials, nor it intends playing 
any such role. 

Since the Punjab problem has 
been complicated by the persist- 
ent violation of human rights by 
the Central and State govern- 
ments over the .past few years, 
a rolling back of the evil process 
could, in the opinion of P.H.R.O., 
contribute a great deal towards i 


restoring normalcy sc that a solu- 
tion could be devised within 
democratic framework rather 
than through conflict and war. 

Delhi must respect Pun- 
jab’s rights 

P.H.R.O. as such has made a 
set of recommendations to help 
solve the Punjab problem. These 
recommendations, if honestly 
implemented unilaterally by the 
Government of India, would 
unleash their own dynamics to 
create an atmosphere conducive 
to a negotiated settlemept within 
the framework of Indian unity, but 
not within the framework of 
Indian Constitution, which in any 
case, could be amended: 

1. In the first instance the 
59th amendment to the Consti- 
tution should be rescinded. In 
addition, all the anti-democratic, 
black laws enacted for Punjab 
should be repealed. 

2. All prisoners held in con- 
nection with the Punjab problem 
should be set free or tried under 
the normal democratic laws. 

3. All those responsible for 
the November 1 984 massacre of 
Sikhs following Mrs Gandhi's 
assassination should be brought 
to book as speedily as possible. 
Those responsible for fake 

i encounters in Punjab should also 
■ face the process of law. 

4. There should be a head- 
i count of the casualities resulting 
! from the political turmoil in 
\ Punjab. There is absence of 

knowledge of those who suffered 
at the hands of the State and its 
agencies. The State has been 
: odd-handed all these years : it 
has only given the lists of cas- 
j ualities as a result of violence 
i indulged in by private groups and 
individuals. Without the head- 
| count, a proper plan of relief and 
rehabilitaion cannot be thought 
of. 

5. Those who lost their posi- 
tions in public and private sector 
servics as a sequel to the Punjab 
problem should be reinstated. 
These include military and police 
officials whose services were 
dispensed with under emotional 
stress by the authorities. 

6. In keeping with the spirit 
and social aims of the national 
freedom movement reflected 
finally in the All India Congress 
Working Committee resolution 
favouring the creation of a "Pun- 
jabi speaking State out of the 
(then) existing State of Punjab", 
strictly on linguistic basis. Thus, 
not only the Punjabi speaking 
areas in Haryana and Rajasthan 
but also those in Himachal Pra- 
desh should be merged into 
Punjab. More specifically the 
areas comprising Bhakra, Pong 
and other hydro-electric projects 
should be transferred to Punjab. 

Autonomy is the only 
solution 

7. The constitutional right of 
Punjab to its river water resour- 
ces (Entry 17, List II, Schedule 
7) should be restored and 
respected in toto and not curbed 


or curtailed through devious 
means. In turn, Punjab should 
show goodwill towards its neigh- 
bours and allow water supplies 
on the basis of equitable bilat- 
eral, time-bound agreements on 
consideration. The controversial, 
politially motivated, S.Y.L. canal 
should be dismantled forthwith. 

The implementation of the 


above-mentioned schedule will 
create its own momentum to 
pave the 1 way for a negotiated 
settlement of the Punjab issue on 
the basis of liberal autonomous 
powers granted to Punjab. No 
harm will come to India if powers 
are similarly transferred to other 
States as well. 
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Forest Department takes 
action against ‘Man of 

Trees’ 


Visheshwar Saklani who was certainly given the 
‘Man of Trees Award’, has devoted his life to the pro- 
tection of forests. Now suddenly the forest depart- 
ment of Uttar Pradesh has filed a case against him. 
This article exposes this amazing callousness in the 
light of Saklani Ji’s life and work. 


conspiring against him and insti- 
gating villagers against him. 
Creation of a small memorial to 
honour a freedom fighter by a 
man who has done the most to 
protect forests here cannot be 


Bharat Dogra 

' tolerated by them, while the 
really distructive acts of others in 
destroying forest wealth have 
gone unpunished in nearby vil- 
lages. 


In fact for people benefiting 
from such illegal activities Sak- 
lani Ji with his fearless dedication 
to the protection of forests has 
been a threat. Here was one 
man who would not hestiate to 
expose their misdeeds if they 
came to his notice, regardless of 
hour powerful the culprit may be. 

Whether it is such people who 
are behind this case, or others 
jealous of the belated recognition 
his work has brought him, the 
forest department of Uttar Pra- 
desh should for the sake of its 
own reputation drop this entirely 
unjustified case against the ‘Man 
of Trees’ as early as possible. 


r 


The stuff that folk tales are made of 


In his songs to emphasise the importance of 
protecting forests, ‘Man of Trees’ Visheshwar Sak- 
lani ofen uses touching folk-tales to drive home 
his message to villagers, specially women. But his 
own life has several incidents from which folk- 
tales will be woven in the near future. 

Born in a family where protection of trees was 
greatly valued, Saklani revealed similar learnings 
in his youth. However, the complete dedication to 
forests came only with the death of his wife who 
suffered from tuberculosis. Although he agreed 
to marry a second time at her bidding, he conti- 
nued to love her so dearly that her death left him 
a shattered man and he spent long hours at the 
spots in the forest where his wife had rested. It 
was after one such wandering, when he fell asleep 
in the forest, that the strong determination to 
devote his life to forests came. ‘Poetry was on my 
lips, the restlessness and confusion had gone’, 
recalls Saklani Ji, speaking of that day. Fromthat 
onwards it was a life of total devotion to forests. 


Biharies not 
Wanted 
in Pakistan 


B ringing back greenery to 
barren slopes of Himal- 
ayas is now widely 
regarded as one of the most 
urgent tasks before the nation, if 
the vicious cycle of draughts and 
floods is to be checked. So mas- 
sive budgets are being sanc- 
tioned for afforestation in these 
hills and big research projects 
are being sanctioned to find out 
why all this money is not turning 
the hills green to the desired 
extent. Despite all this, depres- 
sing news continues to pour in 
from several places of low sur- 
vival rate and failure of affuies- 
tation schemes. 

In this dismal situation the 
success-story — even if mainly at 
an individual level — of Vishesh- 
war Sakalani in bringing green- 
ery to the land in and around 
Pujar village (in Satyon region of 
Tehri Garhwal district of Uttar 
Predesh) brings a message of 
hope. In the course of painstak- 
ing work of total dedication 
extending over three to four 
decades. Saklani Ji who recently 
received the ‘Man of Trees 
Award’ has succeeded in raising 
a beautiful forest of about 50000 
trees. 

Results 

What was once a badly 
depleted forest is today a dense 
mixed forest of oak trees with a 
lesser number of rhododendron, 
chir pines, and several fruit trees. 
By controlling grazing and other 
pressures on forests over a 
period of several years,- Saklani 
Ji provided the much needed 
rest to the forest due to which 
regeneration could take place. In 
addition he also planted trees. 
Regeneration and tree-planting 
have together yielded a great 
forest the like of which cannot be 
seen for miles, despite pouring in 
a lot of money for afforestation in 
other areas. This could not have 
been possible unless Saklani ji 
had not devoted his entire life to 
raising and protecting this forest, 
ignoring the ridicule and even 
hostility that his total dedication 
fetched him at times. 

While this beutiful forest is now 
without doubt a big blessing for 
the people of pujar and nearby 
villages, in the course of raising 
and protecting the forest Saklani 
Ji nevertheless incurred the hos- 
tility of some villagers. When the 


forest was still in a stage of early . 
growth, Saklani Ji probably felt 
that allowing people to obtain 
fodder may cause such a pres- 
sure on forest as to adversely 
affect its future^growth. On the 
other hand some villagers did not 
appreciate this point of view and 
wanted to obtained immediate 
benefit from the protected forest. 
So they become hostile to Sak- 
lani Ji and on one occasion gave 
him a severe beating. "Had my 
daughter not saved me at just 
the right time, I would've died 
that day," says Saklani Ji’ recall- 
ing that cruel event. 

Hostile Officials 

The forest department was 
also hostile at times. On one 
occasion its officials imposed a 
fine on him. In protecting the 
trees and plants or planting new 
trees, Saklani Ji did not distin- 
guish between his own land, the 
village community land and the 
land under the forest depart- 
ment. In 1984 Suderlal Bahu- 
guna inaugurated a modest 
memorial of martyr Shri Nagen- 
dra Saklani, brave freedom 
fighter and brother of Vishesh- 
war Saklani, in this forest. For 
some strange reasons the forest 
department whose stated objec- 
tive of protecting trees was being 
beutifully fulfilled by Saklani at no 
cost to it, adopted a very hostile 
attitude towards this very small 
structure, alleging it was built on 
its land, and asked Saklani Ji to 
remove it, forgetting the great 
service of Nagendra Saklani to 
the freedom movement and the 
service of Visheshwar Saklani to 
the protection of trees. The forest 
department has now launched a 
case of illegal encroachment 
against the man who has pro- 
vided the most succeeful exam- 
ple of planting and protecting 
trees. 

Ulterior Motives 

Saklani Ji speaks with anguish 
of the court dates he has to 
attend in his old age and poor 
health, overcoming the obstacle 
of poor communications in these 
remote parts. Forest department 
officials have played a curious 
game with him, praising him and 
his work at times when he goes 
to meet them, at other times 


...(Some 1000) Biharies, 
including women and children, 
(from Bangladesh) who crossed 
(into) the Pakistan... after travel- 
ling through the Indian territory... 
at Khokropar early in April, 88. 
They were ... arested by the Pak- 
istan immigration authorities. 
While... the Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement (is) pressing for their 
release and settlement in Sind, 
some of the prominent leaders of 
Sind have opposed their entry. 

Joint Statement 

In joint statement ... Mr. 
Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, Mr. Rasool 
Bux Palejo and Dr. Hameeda 
Khuhro said: "We regard with 
utmost concern the arrival of at 
Khokhropar border of thousands 
of Biharis demanding entry into 
Sind. This is only the least in the 
continuous stream of illegal 
immigrants into Sind. Under- 
standably, there has been a very 
strong reaction in this province 
against the coming of Biharis. 
Sind is in no position to bear the 
burden of yet more immigra- 


tions." 

... "We are faced with huge 
problems of employment, educa- 
tion health, the infrastructure of 
cities, the -lack of funds for the 
development of urban and rural 
areas, etc. Sind also faces an 
acute ethnic problem. The Sindhi 
people are fighting back to the 
wall for their basic rights, for the 
preservation of their culture and 
the protection of their language. 
They have overwhelmingly 
rejected any further influx of 
population into Sind." 

MQM Deplores Denial 
of Entry 

MQM leaders Altaf Husain 
has however, expressed 
resentment and grief at the 
fact that the Pakistani families 
which had walked across India 
all the way from Bangladesh 
are not beinjj permitted to 
enter Pakistan and have been 
put in camps on the Indo-Pak 
border.... 

It is a historic irony, he said, 


that those peisons who sacrified 
lives and honour of thousands of 
persons, who spent a life of 
penury and deprivation in Red 
Cross camps for 17 long years 
but still kept their attachement to 
Pakistan alive, find the doo^ f 
Pakistan closed upon tnetri 
today. 

By this act ... the Pakistan 
government has torn to shreds 
the two-nation theory. While the 
struggle to create Pakistan was 
waged, it was said that Pakistan 
would be for all the Muslims of 
the sub-continent. Today, how- 
ever, Pakistan’s borders have 
been closed on those who sacrif- 
iced their all to create and protect 
Pakistan. Is that justice, he said. 

... While 3.5 million Afghans 
who are foreigners have been 
given shelter in the name of 
Islam and the borders are kept 
wide open for them, these bord- 
ers are being kept closed upon 
350,000 Pakistanis who have no 
other place to go.’ 

He said that it was a purely 
humanitarian problenf and it 
should not be politicised. They 
could be settled anywhere and 
no one insists that they should be 
settled at any particular place. 

He appealed to all intellectu- 
als, thinkers, politicians and writ- 
ers in Pakistan to raise their 
voice, according to their con- 
science over this issue. 
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their activity against either of the forces, numbering nearly half a 
two countries". million according to Western dip- 
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revolutionary Afghanistan. 
Undoubtedly the officer corps 
and the relatively well paid 
NCO's have a big stake in the' 
system for their lives will be at 
risk if the PDPA regime collap- 
ses. Opponents of the regime 
doubt the effectiveness of the 
army and suggest that conscripts 
will not die in order to defend the 
PDPA, no matter what stakr 

their officers have in the system, 
and that after the Soviet with- 
drawal, senior army command- 
ers will be drawn into intra-party 
intrigue (as occured between 
1 978-80 and the first tv,o years 
of Karmal’s Presidency). As soon 
as the Mujahideen's strength 
becomes apparent, those who 
emerge dominant in the army will 
fall over each other in making 
deals with the opposition, 
according to pro-Mujahideen 
analysts. 

The pessimists among high 
Soviet officials privately admit 
that no one can say what will 
happen after the 1 1 5,00 strong 
‘limited internationalist con- 
tingents’ leave. But the official 
Russian line is that "the 
present level of forces in the 
Afghan Army are able to con- 
trol the situation." It is likely 
that if the situation does go 
out of control in the 9 month 
withdrawal period, some 
/iet forces will remain. 


T he Afghan President Dr. 
Najibullah told corres- 
pondents at the end of 
April that in any case "there 
would be a minimum of Soviet 
advisors in the upper echelons of 
the armed forces and scores of 
instructors at military training 
establishments". Earlier he had 
stated to the Loya Jirga (the 
Grand Assembly) that 'in accor- 
dance with the Afghan - Soviet 
treaty of 1921, with the coming 
to power of every regime regard- 
less of their political colour, 
Afghanistan and the soviet Union 
are mutually responsible not to 
allow hostile groups to exist on 
their territory and to neutralise 


In practice however both the 
PDPA regime and the Soviet 
Union have never controlled 
more than the main towns and 
the roads linking them. In Kabul 
the regimes’s authority extends 
for a radius of 30 KM around the 
city. At night control is main- 
tained in the towns by patrolling 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers, and sorties by fighter 
bombers attacking infiltration 
routes. 

In the countryside the militias 
are comprised mostly of boys 


and men above 35 whose alle- 
giance to the regime and effec- 
tiveness are a functio 1 of 
government subsides and the 
absence of any organised muj- 
ahideen group. Except in the 
northern provinces (near the 
Soviet border) the militias, are 
not effective fighting forces. But. 
it cannot be doubted that the 
PDPA regime does have a pow- 
erful airfoce, an armoured corps 
and several main force units 
capable of set piece battles, with, 
considerable fire power at their 
disposal. 

Guerilla Tactics 

A gainst them are ranged 
Mujahideen (guerilla) 
groups and some tribal 


lomatic sources. The Kabul Gov- 
ernment claims that of these 
42,000 armed men organised in 
160 rebel groups have already 
laid down their arms and that 
another 120,000 mobilized in 
about 750 groups are observing 
a cease fire and negotiations are 
in progress for their joining the 
national reconciliation pro- 
gramme. It is difficult to assess 
claims about numbers in Afghan- 
istan, because both sides freely 
engage in propaganda and dis- 
information. 

The Mujahideen’s basic mil- 
itary unit is the valley and at 
the head of a valley is a 
"commander" whose com- 
mand may be several dozen or 
even 1 00 fighters. The fiefdom 
of most commanders is lim- 
ited to a small group of vil- 
lages. Some commanders 
such as the well known 
Ahmed Shah Masud of the 
Panjshir Vally lead larger 
forces, masud has a highly 
mobile force of 2000-4,000 
men and is able to impose his 
will on the commanders of 
smaller groups, all of whom 
come together for a major 
operation. In eight years the 
Soviets have been unable to 
defeat Masud although the 
valley is only 60 KM from 
Kabul and is of strategic 
importance. 

In certain areas such as the 
Shia populated region of Hazar- 
ajat, several groups have formed 
a loosely administred centralised 
command which has reached an 
understanding with the Kabul 
Government - they do not attck 
and are not attacked. Because 
this mountainous region in the 


heart of Afghanistan is impossi- 
ble for tracked vehicle to oper- 
ate in, it was left alone by the 
Red Army. The PDPA has off- 
ered engineers and funds to the 
Shia groups to build schools, 
hospitals and roads, without 
strings. The offer is still pending. 

Limited Capacity 

As a consequence of their 
divisions and orientation to gue- 
rilla warfare the capacity of the 
Mujahideen to engage in set 
piece battles is limited. This was 
demonstrated in the battle for 
Khost in December 1987. Khost 
a town on the Afghan - Pakistan 
border, was under Mujahideen 
seige almost continuously from 
1979, because the 125 KM 
mountainous road from Gardez, 
the capital of Paktia province, 
had been blocked at several 
places which prevented any 
convoy from reaching it. When 
two Soviet transport aircrafts 
were shot down by Stinger mis- 
siles the re-supply of the Khost 
garrison by air became hazar- 
dous. Soviet helicopter borne 
commandos were dropped near 
Mujahideen strong points on the 
road as Afghan and Soviet 
troops with armour and air sup- 
port advanced along it and in six 
weeks cleared the road. Both 
sides claimed to have killed 
1000-2000 of the opposition 
while admitting to only 1 00 dead 
on their own side. 

Soon after Kabul made a deal 
with the chieftains of the Zadran 
tribe & withdrew from the Zadran 
valley at the end of which Khos- 
les & now Soviet detachments 
are withdrawing even from 
Gardez. Undoubtedly the Kabul 
government has sound military 
reasons for its proposal to dem- 
ilitarize specified border areas. In 
the absence of Soviet troops, 
border towns have been vacated 
and are likely to be taken over by 
the locally dominant Mujahideen 
grouping or tribal force. Since the 
"other” side - Pakistan and the 
Mujahideen - have not yet 
responded the demilitarization is 
not yet operative 

Pakistan Factor 

A nd now that the Pakistan 
President, General Zia- 
ul-Haq has dismissed 
the relatively mooerate govern- 
ment of Mr. Junejo it is even less 
likely that ’demilitarization’ will 
take place. Already there are 
reports that Pakistani Military 
Inteligence is pressurizing the 
Mujahideen to mount an offen- 
sive and since the current 
Chairman of the 7 - Party alli- 
ance, the fundamentalist Gul- 
buddin Heckmatyar, has links 
with the forces of Mullah Malang 
near the Southern city of Qan- 
dahar, military activity is 
expected' to increase in this 
region. Such is however the 
complexity of Afghanistan, that 
the chieftain of the Achekzai tribe 
receives subsidies from th6 
Kabul Government in exchange 
for which his troops guard the 


The pessimists among high Soviet officials pri- 
vately admit that no one can say what will happen 
after the 115,00 strong ‘limited internationalist 
contingents’ leave. But the official Russian line is 
that "the present level of forces in the Afghan 
Army are able to control the situation." It is likely 
that if the situation does go out of control in the 
9 month withdrawal period, some Soviet forces 
will remain. 

Soviet Advisors 


main road from Uuandahar to 
the Pakistani border. 

Other military commanders, 
especially those affliated to the 
Jamiat-e-lslami (led by Mr. Bar- 
hannudin Rabbani a former Pro- 
fessor of Islamic Law in Kabul 
University) and the Khalis faction 
of the Hesbe-lslami, are unlikely 
to do anything which increases 
the prestige of Mr. Heckmatyar, 
and so unless there is concerted 
pressure from the Government 
of Pakistan and the in'"'! ; ement 
of Pakistani ’volunteers the Muj- 
ahideen are unlikely to win any 
dramatic victories. After most 
Russian troops have left, major 
towns near the Pakistani border 
(such as Assadabad, Jalabad, 
Khost or Qandahar) could fall, 
but even then the tribes which 
control the heroin trade and 
cross-border smuggling (the 
Afridis near the Khyberpass and 
the Mohmands in Konar Pro- 
vince) will discourage anything 
that disturbs their extremely luc- 
rative business. The PDPA Gov- 
ernment is constantly engaged in 
seducing the tribes with grants of 
money and Generalships in the 
border militias to their leaders. 

It does not seem therefore 
that a quick fall of the PDPA 
regime is likely, even if one or 
two major towns fall to one or 
the other Mujahideen groups. 
Their rivalries are likely to 
intensify rather than diminish 
as the Soviet withdrawal pro- 
ceeds and if the Najibullah 
Government Is able to sur- 
mount the alienation of the 
people, caused by the exceses 
of 1978-80, and the mishand- 
ling of the Karmal Presidency, 
it is possible that the moder- 
ate groups in Peshawar and 
even the Jamiat-e-lslami of Mr. 
Rabbani will reach an accom- 
odation with the PDPA lead- 
ers. The withdrawal of the 
Soviet troops and the Pro- 
Islamic stance of Dr. Najibul- 
lah has alrady moderated the 
antipathy to the PDPA which 
was almost universal two 
years ago. 

Although there is an edge of 
uncertainly in Kabul (and the dol- 
lar’s free market price has risen 
in recent weeks) there are as yet 
no signs of panic among gov- 
ernment and military leaders. 
Perhaps the posture of the 
cadres of Dr. Najibullah’s party 
(who are all fighting for their 
lives) can best be summed up by 
what he said to foreign corres- 
pondents about the Chilean rev- 
olution' recently, ‘The Chilean 
revolutionaries had, no dourx 
mass sbpport and faith irt 
democracy. But they forgot this 
other crucial component of the 
revolution the gun needed to 
defend themselves. We have not 

forgotten it (We) can now 

defend the revolution even with- 
out the support of Soviet troops.’ 
The next year will show in what 
direction the Afghan people’s 
more than one million guns are 
firing. 
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Survive 


Regime 

Karan Sawhny 


A s the Soviet troop with- 
drawal from Afghanistan 
continues no one in 
Kabul seriously quarrels with the 
proposition that military power 
will be the final arbiter of that 
country’s Civil War. When the 
Red Army occupied Afghanistan 
in January 1980, the 21 month 
old ’Saur’ (April) Revolution was 
in serious trouble. A consider- 
able portion of the pre- 
revolutionary officer corps had 
fled abroad, defected to the Muj- 
ahideen in neighbouring Paki- 
stan, or been purged. Mutinies 
had occured regularly in garri- 
^sons such as Herat and were 
ruthlessly put down with the help 
of Soviet advisors. Earlier the 
dominant Khalq (masses) fac- 
tions of the PDPA (People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan) 
had exiled the top Parcham 
(Flag) leaders and purged tire 
revolutionary army and secret 
police of their supporters. 

Paralysed Army 

B y September 1979 the 
purges, mutinies, deci- 
mation of the officer 
corps and large scale desertions, 
had paralysed the Afghan army 
and reduced its hold to Kabul 
and the immediate vicinity of the 
main garrisons. After the shoot- 
out between the supporters of 
President Taraki and Prime 
Minister Hafizullah Amin, when 
Taraki was mortally wounded, 
the hardliners among the Khalq 
took absolute power. More 
purges followed and by end 
December 1 979, the ’revolution- 
ary’ army had no more than 

80,000 thoroughly demoralized 
men. As a consequence when 
:■ Soviet troops already in Kabul 
and the nearly Bagram air base 
seized Kabul radio and attacked 
Amin’s Presidential Palace, they 
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were able to end resistance in £ 
few hours, and no resistance 
was offered to Soviet divisions 
massed at Termez on the border 
when they entered Afghanistan 
in the next few days. The only 
effective resistance was by iso- 
lated groups of mujahideen, who 
according to a Soviet estimate 
already numbered 150,000. 


However most of them stayed 
put in Pakistan or remained near 
the border. 

After the Soviet invasion more 
mutinies and defections occured 
and were followed by purges of 
Pro-Khalqi army officers by 
Babrak Karmal, the new Presi- 
dent who was the leader of the 
Parcham faction and "who rode 
to power on a Russian tank". By 
January 1981 the Afghan army 
was estimated to number no 
more than 25,000 and the 
regime took desperate mea- 
sures, making all men between 
20 and 35 liable to military ser- 
vice. Many fled and among those 
who stayed most were not 
trusted with heavy weapons - the 
Russians fearing they would 
defect with these to the rebels. 
By late summer of 1981 the 
purges were complete and the 
task of rebuilding the Afghan 
armed forces started. The Soviet 
Union informed the Indian Gov- 
ernment in August 1981 that ”we 
will remain in Afghanistan for at 
least three more years". They 
had suppressed dissent in Kabul 
and the main towns by brutal 
attacks on protesters. Meanwhile 
the Afghan secret police KHAD 
(Khidmaat-e-attalast-e-Daulat or 
State information Service) was 
being built up. The PDPA mem- 
bership had fallen to 5000 which 
was a tiny proportion of Afghan- 
istans population. 

Soviety Strategy 

S oviet Generals estimated 
in 1980 that they would 
need 300,000 troops to 
occupy the country and beat 
down the insurgency, but they 
never had much more than 

120,000 men. The Red Army 
decided against following the 
American strategy in Vietnam,, 
where nearly 600,000 troops had 
been committed in an attempt at 
militarily pacifying the country- 
side. Instead Soviet strategy was 
to Keep losses low by entrench- 
ing themselves in fortified posts 
and garrisons and carrying out 
punishment raids on resistance 
centres in the countryside. This 
raised Afghan casualties to 1 .25 
million (latest estimates) and 
caused nearly 9 million to 
become refugees (in Pakistan, 
Iran and Afghanistan’s own cities 
and tribal belts) in a total popu- 
lation of about 15 million. 
Throughout the 8 year occupa- 
tion there were few pitched bat- 
tles. The rebels preferred to 
make hit and run raids and attack 
isolated outposts. 

From early 1982 the Soviets 
began the reconstruction of 
the Afghan armed forces from 
‘reliable’ elements in the trun- 


cated PDPA (consisting ot 
Parchamis who survived the 
1978-80 period and moderate 
Khaiqls). 

Mujahideens Strength 

I n the last 6 years, according 
to authoritative sources the 
Afghan armed forces have 
been built up to 200,000 men 
(80,000 Army, 20,000 air force 


and 1 00,000 para - military). The 
internal security force numbers 

90.000 (including 20,000-30,000 
in the military wing of KHAD) and 
the local militias number 
between 200,000-300,000. The 
PDPA claims to have more than 

200.000 members of whom half 
are in the armed forces. West- 
ern diplomats in Kabul suggest 
that these figures are exaggera- 
tions but they are agreed that the 


* 

numbers'&t the disposal of the 
PDPA regime are not insignifi- 
cant. Soviet advisors operating 
as far down as the company 
level continue to advise the 
Afghan Army. The number of 
Generals in the Army, Air force, 
Militias, Sarandoi (Para-military), 
and the Ministry of State Secur- 
ity (formely KHAD) exceed 200, 
up from 10-15 in pre- 

ConOnoed on page 15 
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